
History 470    Asia: Constructing a Region   Fall 2015 
 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:00-11:20, Nicolls 116  
Instructor:  Dr. David Webster 
Office: Morris 9 
Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 11:30-12:30 or by appointment 
E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 
Office Telephone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 
 
Course description: Asia was imagined by Europeans and constructed from outside; yet Asians 
have increasingly asserted “Asian ways.” This course interrogates the idea of Asia and its shifting 
borders, from orientalism to the discourse of the “Pacific Rim” to pan-Asian and nationalist 
narratives that place China, Japan, India or Southeast Asian states at the centre. Stress is placed on 
decolonization, nationalism, economic development through modernization paradigms and their 
challengers, internal challenges to the developmentalist state, and the interplay of local and 
international currents.  
 
Required Readings 
Anne Prescott, East Asia in the World (e-book) 
Weekly readings available via moodle or library reserve 
 
Course Requirements and Evaluation  
Reading response essays: 10@ x 3 essays = 30% 
Conference report OR comparative book review: 20% 
Final research paper: 30% 
Participation: 20% 
 
Class participation: You must attend the majority of classes in order to complete the course with a 
passing grade. It is expected that all students will do the assigned reading and take an active part in 
discussion. Reading may vary from student to student (i.e. you may each read something different 
some weeks). You should therefore be able to summarize the key points of the readings for other 
students, in order to contribute to a group conversation about the overall theme. Readings should be 
completed for Tuesday classes except where specified otherwise.  
 
Response essays: In the first part of the course, roughly every two weeks, you should submit a short 
essay that responds to the key arguments of readings over a two-week period (i.e. essays should 
discuss the readings for both weeks). Response essays should address the main points and thesis of 
the readings, and offer your own reaction to them. No additional research is required and the style 
may be informal. Essays are due in class on the due date. A response essay should be two to four 
pages, double-spaced. Each will be graded out of ten. 
 



You may choose to write a conference report or a comparative book review. The conference report 
option is available to those opting to attend some or all the Canadian Council on Southeast Asian 
Studies biennial conference in Ottawa on October 15-17. It requires attending at least two panels of 
academic papers, noting the presenters’ main points, and writing an essay that summarizes the 
presenters’ argument and findings and responds to them, relating them to readings in the course as 
applicable. The comparative book review will require you to read two books in Asian history, to be 
selected in consultation with the professor, then review them in ways that compare and contrast 
their arguments and findings and locate them within the historiography. In both cases, the 
recommended length for the essay is 4-5 pages, double-spaced.  
 
Research essay: The major assignment for this course is a research essay. Topics will be handed out in 
week 2 and expectations discussed in class. If you wish to choose another topic, you may do so, with 
instructor approval. Everyone should meet with me in week 4 or 5 to discuss their essay topic 
individually. Everyone will present their essay to the class in the final two weeks of class, and will be 
responsible for circulating a short summary of the essay (about 3 pages) in advance of the class, with 
others expected to read the essay summaries and come prepared to discuss your classmates’ essay 
presentations. It should include a thesis statement addressing your major research question(s) and a 
description of supporting evidence, followed by a conclusion. Your final essay, taking into account 
feedback received, is due by the end of November. Final essay length should be 12-15 pages, 
double-spaced.  
 
There is no final exam in this course.  
 
Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I am happy to 
arrange to meet with students at other times. You are also welcome to send e-mails or contact me 
via the course web site. Questions will be responded to promptly, either with an answer or a time 
when I will be able to answer. If you have not heard back within 48 hours, please re-send or contact 
me by other means, in case the message has gone astray.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or presents the work of 
another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting the same work in different courses) and 
cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually in tests or examinations) are not acceptable. For details, see 
the university calendar section on plagiarism. 
 
Supporting your Success 
Your academic performance is closely tied to your personal well-being and mental health. It is 
understood that university students encounter setbacks from time to time that can impact their 
academics. If you encounter difficulties and need assistance it is important to reach out and take 
advantage of the resources available to you. For help and information addressing mental or physical 



health concerns, including meeting with a Bishop’s counsellor or nurse, 
visit: www.ubishops.ca/student-services/ 
 
If you are experiencing any personal difficulties that make it hard for you to meet your course 
requirements, please talk with your professor(s) or academic Dean. You should also connect with 
our professionals in student support services for your specific physical or mental health needs.  
 
Submission of written work 
All essays should be submitted using the moodle site, and will be marked via moodle. It is your 
responsibility to ensure that the essay has uploaded correctly; an essay that “did not upload 
correctly” is not considered to be submitted. If you are having trouble, please e-mail or speak to me. 
Essays are due by class time on the stated due dates. Moodle will accept late essays for 5 days after 
the due date in most cases.  
 
Deadlines are firm and, out of fairness to other students, will not normally be extended. Late work 
will be penalized at 5% off per weekday. In other words, an essay worth 76% will be marked down 
to 71% if one day late, 66% if two days late, and so on. Late essays should also be submitted by e-
mail and in printed form to me or the Faculty Secretary’s office. 
 
Class schedule and assigned readings 
 
Week 1 
Sept. 3 Introduction to course; Gandhi in South Africa (film excerpt: Gandhi) 
 
Week 2 
Reading: Anne Prescott, East Asia in the World, chapters 1, 2, and 3. (E-book available for online 
purchase.) 
Sept. 8 Discussion of East Asia in the World 
Sept. 10 Choosing an essay topic; doing research in Asian history  
 
Week 3 
Reading:  
Round table on “Asia Redux,” Journal of Asian Studies 69 no. 4 (2010) 

- Prasenjit Duara, “Asia Redux: Conceptualizing a Region for Our Times”  
- ONE response article per student (to be assigned in first class) from the same issue (Wang 
Hui, Tansen Sen, Amitav Acharya, Barbara Andaya, or Rudolf Mrazek) 
- Duara’s reponse to comments, from same issue 

- David DeCamp, review of Andre Gunder Frank, ReOrient 
 
Sept. 15 Discussion of “Asia Redux” – Asia as a region; Asian history and Asian studies as fields 

https://webmail.ubishops.ca/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=fJjvxlFfHmrQQSgvOY9fPhON__fPS44it3yczgi4OSBMI9BIjaLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgB1AGIAaQBzAGgAbwBwAHMALgBjAGEALwBzAHQAdQBkAGUAbgB0AC0AcwBlAHIAdgBpAGMAZQBzAC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ubishops.ca%2fstudent-services%2f


Sept. 17 China at the Centre; China Imagined from Outside. Discussion of ReOrient book review and 
film excerpt: The Last Emperor 
Response essay #1 due (on readings from week 2 & 3) 
 
Week 4 
During week 4 or 5, all students should meet with the instructor to discuss final essay topics.  
 
Reading:  
- Edward Said, Orientalism, pp. 1-9 and 31-49  
- and ONE of the following 

- Benedict Anderson, “Census, Map, Museum,” Imagined Communities (pp. 163-85) 
- Partha Chatterjee, The Nation and its Fragments, chapter 2 (pp. 14-34) 
- Myers and Peattie, The Japanese Colonial Empire, introduction (pp. 1-52) 
- Andre Schmid, “Colonialism and the Korea Problem in the Historiography of Modern 
Japan,” Journal of Asian Studies 59 no. 4 (2000): 951-976. 
(http://www.jstor.org/stable/2659218) 
- Ann Laura Stoler, “Sexual Assaults and Racial Frontiers: European Identities and the 
Cultural Practices of Exclusion in Colonial Southeast Asia,” in Tensions of Empire (Cooper and 
Stoler, eds). 

 
Sept. 22 Colonialism  
Sept. 24 Orientalism 
 
Week 5 
Reading:  
- Stein Tonneson and Hans Antlov, “Asia in Theories of Nationalism and National Identity,” 
chapter one of Asian Forms of the Nation (pp. 1-39).  
- Erez Manela, The Wilsonian Moment, introduction (pp. 3-13) (e-book) 
- and ONE of the following (to be assigned the week before): 

- Tessa Morris-Suzuki, “The Frontiers of Japanese Identity,” Asian Forms of the Nation, 41-66 
- Thongchai Winichakul, “Maps and the Formation of the Geo-Body of Siam,” Asian Forms 
of the Nation, 67-92 
- Shamsul A.B, “Nations-of-Intent in Malaysia,” Asian Forms of the Nation, 323-47 
- Manela, Wilsonian Moment, chapter 4 (India) 
- Manela, Wilsonian Moment, chapter 5 (China) 
- Manela, Wilsonian Moment, chapter 6 (Korea)  

 
Sept. 29 Nationalism in Asia  
Oct. 1 Comparing and contrasting Asian nationalisms. Response essay #2 due (readings from 
weeks 4 & 5) 
 



Week 6  
Reading: John Dower, War Without Mercy: Race and Power in the Pacific War, chapters 1-3 (pp. 1-73). 
 
Oct. 6 Race and the Second World War 
Oct. 8 Pan-Africanism in the Asia Pacific: the West Papuan case (presentation of professor’s 
research) 
 
Week 7  
Reading: “The Politics of Memory in Japan and East Asia,” Japan Focus reader: introduction and one 
article from the reading package. 
 
Oct. 13 Remembering and commemorating the Second World War: Japanese and Asian responses 
Oct. 15 No class – students choosing Assignment Option 1 will be in Ottawa 
Optional response essay: if you wish, you may write a response essay to the articles on war, race, 
and memory. If you choose this option, your lowest response essay mark will be discarded. The Oct. 
15 deadline for this essay is negotiable individually; please speak with me. 
 
Week 8 
Reading: Steven Hugh Lee, “The Canadian-Asian Experience: An Introductory Synthesis,” Journal of 
American-East Asian Relations 4 (1995): 193-222.  
 
Oct. 20 Canada and Asia  
Oct. 22 Discussion of conference and comparative book reviews (you should be prepared to briefly 
summarize the main points of your essay written for this class). Conference response essay or 
comparative book review due. 
 
Week 9 
Reading: Prescott, East Asia in the World, chapters 5, 6, and 7 
Oct. 27 Film: Globalization is Good & discussion  
Oct. 29 Trade and globalization in Asia (discussion of assigned readings) 
 
Week 10 
Reading:  
- Michael Aung-Thwin, “Parochial Universalism, Democracy Jihad and the Orientalist Image of 
Burma: The New Evangelism,” Pacific Affairs 74 no. 4 (2000-01): 483-505. 
- David Webster, “Human Rights: Across the Pacific Both Ways,” Asia Pacific in an Age of 
Globalization, eds. Akira Iriye and Robert David Johnson (Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2015). 
- “China in the World: Human Rights Challenges and Opportunities,” round table conversation 
from 2013, http://www.hrichina.org/en/crf/article/6789 (watch round table on video, or read text 
of remarks) 

http://www.hrichina.org/en/crf/article/6789


 
Nov. 3 Human Rights in Asia  
Nov. 5 Human rights and foreign relations. Response essay #3 due (on readings from weeks 9 & 
10).  
 
Week 11 
Reading: Prescott, East Asia in the World – any three case study chapters 
 
Nov. 10 Comparing case studies 
Nov. 12 Research in Asian history II 
 
Week 12 
Reading: student essay summaries 
Nov. 17 Essay presentations 1-3 
Nov. 19 Essay presentations 4-6 
 
Week 13 
Reading: student essay summaries 
Nov. 22 Essay presentations 7-9 
Nov. 24 Essay presentations 10-12 
 
Final essay due: Friday December 4 by 4 pm.  
 
 


