
HIS 395 – International Relations since 1870  
   
Fridays 2:30-5:30, Nicolls 116 
 
Instructor:  Dr. David Webster 
Office: Morris 9  
Hours: Wednesday & Friday 1-2 pm or by appointment 
E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 
Office Telephone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 
 
Course Description  
International relations since the late 19th century have featured repeated 
conflicts alongside attempts to resolve conflict through diplomacy. A recurring 
arena for both war and diplomacy has been the Korean peninsula, a “shrimp 
among whales” often shaken by international struggles between larger powers 
surrounding it. Through a close examination of crucial flashpoints from the 
late 19th century to today, we will examine conflict and peacemaking in Korea 
by global powers and weaker actors to shed light on broad themes of war and 
diplomacy globally.  
 
Required Readings 

• Margaret Macmillan, Paris 1919 
• Erez Manela, The Wilsonian Moment 
• Debating the Origins of the Cold War  
• Steven Hugh Lee, The Korean War  
• Frack Chalk et al, Mobilizing the Will to Intervene: Leadership to Prevent 

Mass Atrocities 
• Cynthia Enloe, Nimo’s War, Emma’s War: Making Feminist Sense of the 

Iraq War 
 
Course Requirements and Evaluation  
Participation and reading response essays: 50%  
Research paper: 50% 
 
Your major project for this course is a research paper of at least 15 pages, 
double-spaced.  

• Each student should meet with me individually once a month (at least 
once in January, at least once in February and at least once in March), 
during office hours or at another mutually arranged time, to discuss your 
progress on this project.  

• The final research paper is due by April 20. It should address a research 
question; make an argument, including a thesis statement; and support 
that argument with evidence drawn from both primary and secondary 
sources. Successful essays will be shared via a project web site in order 
to better inform local debate on this topic. In sum, we are working 



together on a joint project, with each of us researching a section of the 
project.  

 
Participation: As a seminar, this course is driven by student discussion. You 
are expected to come to class having read and understood the assigned 
readings, and be able to discuss them in class. You should come prepared to 
speak to the discussion questions and with at least one thing that you found 
interesting about the reading, or one thing you wish to raise in discussion.  
 
Reading response essays: Each time we meet, you should write up 2-3 pages 
giving your thoughts about the assigned readings. This is, in effect, a chance to 
think about the readings before we meet. Please send them to me via e-mail, by 
the night before we meet. You will have the opportunity to revise your response 
essay after class if you wish, by the Monday following our class meeting.  
 
Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I 
am happy to arrange to meet with you at other times. You are also welcome to 
send e-mails or contact me via the course web site. Questions will be 
responded to promptly, either with an answer or a time when I will be able to 
answer. If you have not heard back within 48 hours, please re-send or contact 
me by other means, in case the message has gone astray.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or 
presents the work of another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting 
the same work in different courses) and cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually 
in tests or examinations) are not acceptable. For details, see the university 
calendar section on plagiarism, available online at 
http://www.ubishops.ca/wp-content/uploads/05-University-Regulations-
2017.pdf  
 
Submission of written work 
All written should be submitted using e-mail. Deadlines are firm and, out of 
fairness to other students, will not normally be extended. Late work will be 
penalized at 5% off per weekday. In other words, an essay worth 76% will be 
marked down to 71% if one day late, 66% if two days late, and so on. It is 
especially important that your work in the Kabo reforms game is submitted in a 
timely fashion since others depend on your participation to succeed in their 
own work.  
 
Territorial acknowledgement 
Bishop’s University stands on the unceded traditional territory of the Abenaki 
people. 
 

http://www.ubishops.ca/wp-content/uploads/05-University-Regulations-2017.pdf
http://www.ubishops.ca/wp-content/uploads/05-University-Regulations-2017.pdf


 
Class schedule and readings (topics subject to change) 
As noted above, you should come to class prepared to discuss the assigned 
readings, with at least one point you wish to raise.  
 
Jan. 12 | Introduction to course themes and logistics 
 
Jan. 19 | Non-Western conceptions of international relations 

• Discussion of Hsu, “Applying Confucian ethics.” Guiding question: are 
Confucian and Western-derived conceptions of international relations 
compatible?   

• Speed-dating with documents: Deskaheh’s appeal to the League of 
Nations, 1920s 

 
Feb. 2 | Making a new postwar world, 1919 

• Reading: Paris 1919: chapters 1-8 and 30 (all) AND EITHER part 3 
(Balkans) OR chapters 23 and 24 (Japan/China/Korea) 

• Reading: Wilsonian Moment, Introduction; chapters 1-2; and conclusion 
(pp. 3-53 and 215-225) AND EITHER chapters 3 and 7 (Egypt) OR 4 and 
9 (India ) OR 5 and 9 (China) OR 6 and 10 (Korea) 

• Reading response #1 due by night of Feb. 1; revised version if you wish to 
revise due by night of Feb. 5 

 
Feb. 16 | Making a new postwar world, 1945-49 

• Reading: Debating the Origins of the Cold War (all) 
• Reading response #2 due by night of Feb. 15; revised version if you wish 

to revise due by night of Feb. 19 
 
Mar. 2 | Cold war turns hot: Korea, 1950-53 

• Reading: The Korean War (all) 
• Reading response #3 due by night of March 1; revised version if you wish 

to revise due by night of March 5 
 
Mar. 16 | Conflict after the cold war: Kosovo and Rwanda 

• Reading: Mobilizing the Will to Intervene 
• Reading response #4 due by night of March 15; revised version if you 

wish to revise due by night of March 19 
 

April 6 | Conflict after the cold war: Iraq 
• Reading: Nimo’s War, Emma’s War 
• Reading response #5 due by night of April 5; revised version if you wish 

to revise due by the night of April 9 
 


