
HIS 364 – European Imperialism, 1870-1918 
Fall 2012 
 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2:30-4:00, Nicholls 109 
 
Instructor:  Dr. David Webster 
Office: Morris 11 
Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10-11 or by appointment 
E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 
skype: dabidw  
Office Telephone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 
 
Course Description  
Few nineteenth-century topics have generated more controversy than the establishing of 
European overseas hegemony. The course describes the motives behind the expansion 
within the metropolitan states and the impact of the European presence on those areas of 
the globe which became the objects of a European embrace. 
 
Required Readings 
H.L. Wesseling, The European Colonial Empires 1815-1919 
Trevor R. Getz and Liz Clarke, Abina and the Important Men 
Online readings/course reserves  
 
Course Requirements and Evaluation 
Abina essay: 15% 
Article analysis: 15% 
Research essay: 30% 
Participation: 10% 
Final exam: 30% 
 
Abina essay: select one of reading questions 23-27 from Abina and the Important Men, 
pp. 152-3. Building on discussion in class and your reading of the book, discuss the 
question you have chosen in essay format, using about 3-5 pages (double-spaced).  
 
Article analysis: each student will present in class, and provide a written summary, of a 
scholarly article on some aspect of imperialism. Articles will be selected from the 
attached list, one per student. When presenting the article, plan to speak for no more than 
five minutes. Your analysis should address: the argument (thesis) and content of the 
article; what this tells us about the issue that is the article’s subject and about imperialism 
more generally; and your interpretation and assessment of both the article and its topic. 
Other students will have the chance to ask questions after your presentation. One week 
after the presentation, you should submit a written version, of about 2-4 pages in length, 
that covers the same bases. These summaries should be posted to the course moodle site, 
so that other students can review them. You are responsible for having a basic familiarity 
with these summaries for the final exam.  
 



Research essay: your essay should draw on both primary and secondary sources to either 
(1) compare one key theme (eg racial purity) in two colonial powers or colonies or (2) 
make a close case study of one colony or colonial power in the period 1870-1918 to shed 
light on one or more broad questions about imperialism. Your essay should be about 15-
18 pages, double-spaced. Within these guidelines, you are free to select your own essay 
topic. However, you must meet with me to briefly discuss your choice of topic by the end 
of October.   
 
Ten per cent of your final mark is for participation in class. This is not simply a lecture 
class: questions and comments are encouraged throughout, and at least four classes are 
devoted entirely to seminars, i.e. entirely to your discussion of the assigned reading. 
Assessment is based not simply on how often you speak, but on the quality of your 
interventions – are they relevant? Do they move the discussion forward?  Do they show 
good understanding of the material under discussion? Do they demonstrate that you are 
engaging thoughtfully with the material and with the comments of your fellow students?  
 
The final exam will include short identifications of key terms, but it will mainly 
concentrate on essay questions that draw on what we cover during class time, the 
assigned readings, and the individually-assigned articles. Questions will be broad and 
designed to give you a chance to show what you know and what conclusions you have 
drawn, not designed to catch what you don’t know. Attendance is mandatory. Absences 
due to illness or accident must be verified by a doctor’s note or certificate. 
 
Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I am 
happy to arrange to meet with students at other times. You are also welcome to send e-
mails or contact me via the course web site. Questions will be responded to promptly, 
either with an answer or a time when I will be able to answer. If you have not heard back 
within 48 hours, please re-send or contact me by other means, in case the message has 
gone astray.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or presents the 
work of another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting the same work in 
different courses) and cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually in tests or examinations) are 
not acceptable. For details, see the university calendar section on plagiarism (available 
online at http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-
University-regulations.pdf). In group work, all members of the group are expected to take 
an active part and collaborate on the work, not pass off another group member’s work as 
their own.  
 
Submission of written work 
The Abina and research essays should be handed in in printed form and also e-mailed to 
me at dwebster@ubishops.ca. Essays are due in class. If for any reason you are not able 
to attend class, the essay can be handed in to the Faculty Secretary’s office in Morris 

http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-University-regulations.pdf
http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-University-regulations.pdf


House by 4 pm, and date-stamped to show when it was handed in. Your article analysis 
can be submitted to the moodle course web site directly.  
 
Deadlines are firm and, out of fairness to other students, will not normally be extended. 
Late work will be penalized at 5% off per weekday. In other words, an essay worth 76% 
will be marked down to 71% if one day late, 66% if two days late, and so on. Late essays 
should also be submitted by e-mail and in printed form to me or the Faculty Secretary’s 
office. 
 
Class schedule and readings 
The readings should be completed prior to class. Some will be discussed during class 
time and the expectation is that all students will have read them. Class topics are subject 
to change.  
 
Sept. 6 Introduction to course 
 
Empire: What & Where  
Reading:  

Wesseling chapters 1, 3 
 Jan Morris, Heaven’s Command, chapters 1, 19 (library course reserves) 
 
Sept. 11 The concept of empire, and the expansion of Europe 
Sept. 13 The colonial world in 1870: tour d’horizon 
 
Empire: When and Why? 
Reading: 

Wesseling chapter 2, 4 
 
Sept. 18 A British Century?  
Sept. 20 The new imperialism 
 
Reading Abina’s Story 
Reading: 
    Abina, parts I (the graphic history) and 2 (the transcript) 
 
Sept. 25 Slavery and anti-slavery 
Sept. 27 Abina seminar I: we will discuss reading questions (starting on p., 149) 1-4, 10-
13 and 21-22.  
 
The Scramble for Africa: global and individual levels 
Reading:  
 Abina, parts III and IV 
 
Oct. 2 Exploration and empire: British expansion in Africa 
Oct. 4 Abina seminar II: we will discuss reading questions 5-9 and 14-20  
 



Organizing the scramble for Africa 
Reading: 
 Wesseling, chapter 5 
 
Oct. 9 France and Germany in Africa 
Oct 11 Filling in the map: the Congress of Berlin, the Congo, and Portuguese Africa. 
Abina essay due. 
 
Empire, Formal and Informal 
Reading: 

Darwin, “Imperialism and the Victorians” (online through moodle) 
Niall Ferguson, Empire, pp. 164-219 (library course reserves) 

 
Oct. 16 The raj: Britain in India  
Oct. 18 A different sort of scramble: China and the new empires 
 
Scramble for Southeast Asia I 
Reading: 
 Wesseling, chapter 6 
 George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant,” (online) 
 Anonymous, “Shooting a Tiger,” excerpt from The Indonesia Reader (online) 
 
Oct. 23 The Netherlands and Indonesia  
Oct. 25 France and Indochina 
 
Race and sexuality in Southeast Asian empires 
Reading: 
 Ann Laura Stoler, “Sexual Affronts and Racial Frontiers” in Tensions of Empire 
(online through google books at http://books.google.ca/books?id=-
0B7MOKF6hYC&printsec=frontcover#v=twopage&q&f=false), pp. 198-237. 
 
Oct. 30 Imperial ideas of gender and purity 
Nov. 1 Seminar: discussion of Stoler articles; discussion questions TBA 
 
Scramble for Southeast Asia II 
Reading: 
 Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden” (online) 
 Mark Twain on imperialism (online excerpt) 
Paul A. Kramer, “Race-Making and Colonial Violence in the US Empire: The Philippine-
American War as Race War,” Asia Pacific Journal (online) 
 Erin L. Murphy, “Women’s Anti-Imperialism, ‘The White Man’s Burden,’ and 
the Philippine-American War,” Asia Pacific Journal (online) 
 
Nov. 6 Portuguese and British colonies; the survival of Siam 
Nov. 8 America as empire: the Philippines 
 

http://books.google.ca/books?id=-0B7MOKF6hYC&printsec=frontcover#v=twopage&q&f=false
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Non-European imperialism 
Reading: 
 Mark R. Peattie, Introduction to The Japanese Colonial Empire (library reserves)  
 
Nov. 13 Japan’s new empire 
Nov. 15 The struggle for Korea 
 
Triumph or twilight: empires and WW1 
Reading: 

Wesseling, chapters 7-8 
 

Nov. 20 Canada in the British empire 
Nov. 22 Versailles, self-determination and the mandate system 
Essays due Nov. 23 by 4 pm 
 
The balance sheet 
No reading this week  
Nov. 27 Seminar: why empire? 
 
Article analysis: presentation schedule 
 
Oct. 16 

(1) Terence Ranger, “The Invention of Tradition in Colonial Africa,” in The 
Invention of Tradition, eds. Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1983).    

(2) Terje Tvedt, “Hydrology and Empire: The Nile, Water Imperialism and the 
Partition of Africa,” Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History 39.2 (2011). 

Oct. 18 
(3) Bernard S. Cohn, “Representing Authority in Victorian India,” in The Invention of 

Tradition, eds. Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1983) 

(4) Jurgen Osterhammel, “Britain and China, 1842-1914,” Oxford History of the 
British Empire, vol. 3, chapter 8. 

Oct. 23 
(5) David Fieldhouse, “For Richer, For Poorer?” [economic aspects of British 

Empire], chapter 5 of Cambridge Illustrated History of the British Empire. 
(6) Andrew Porter, “Empires in the Mind,” chapter 7 of Cambridge Illustrated 

History of the British Empire. 
Oct. 25 

(7) B.R. Tomlinson, “Economics and Empire: The Periphery and the Imperial 
Economy,” Oxford History of the British Empire, vol. 3, chapter 3. 

(8) E.H.H. Green, “The Political Economy of Empire, 1880-1914,” Oxford History of 
the British Empire, vol. 3, chapter 16. 



Oct. 30 
(9) Robert Aldrich, “Colonial Man,” chapter 7 of French Masculinities. 
(10) Catherine Hall, “Of Gender and Empire: Reflections on the Nineteenth 

Century,” chapter 3 of Gender and Empire. 
Nov. 1 

(11) Iain R. Smith & Andreas Stucki, “The Colonial Development of 
Concentration Camps (1868–1902),” Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth 
History 39.3 (2011). 

(12) Andrew Smith, “Thomas Bassett Macaulay and the Bahamas: Racism, 
Business and Canadian Sub-imperialism,” Journal of Imperial and 
Commonwealth History 37.1 (2009). 

Nov. 6 
(13) Benedict Anderson, “Census, Map, Museum, chapter 10 of Anderson, 

Imagined Communities. 
(14) John M. Mackenzie, “Empire and Metropolitan Cultures,” chapter 13 of 

Oxford History of the British Empire.  
Nov. 8 

(15) Susan Thorne, “’The Conversion of the Englishman and the Conversion of 
the World Inseparable’: Missionary Imperialism and the Language of Class in 
Early Imperial Britain,” chapter 6 of Tensions of Empire.  

(16) Carol Chin, “Beneficent Imperialists: American Missionaries in China at 
the Turn of the Twentieth Century,” Diplomatic History 27.3 (2003): 327-357. 

Nov. 13 
(17) Anna Clarkson, “Pomp, circumstance, and wild Arabs: The 1912 royal 

visit to Sudan,” Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History 34.1 (2006). 
(18) Phillip Buckner, “Casting daylight upon magic: Deconstructing the royal 

tour of 1901 to Canada,” Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History 31.2 
(2003). 

Nov. 15 
(19) Carl Berger, The Sense of Power: Studies in the Ideas of Canadian 

Imperialism 1867-1914, chapter 3 (the Loyalist Tradition).  
(20) Carl Berger, The Sense of Power: Studies in the Ideas of Canadian 

Imperialism 1867-1914, chapter 1 (Men). [George Denison, George Grant, and 
George Parkin] 


