
HIS 241 – Canada and the World in the Twentieth Century  
Fall 2017 
   
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11:30-1:00 pm, Nicolls 109 
 
Instructor:  Dr. David Webster 
Office: Morris 9  
Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 1-2 pm or by appointment 
E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 
Office Telephone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 
 
Course Description  
Topics include Canada and imperialism, the two world wars, the development of 
Canadian foreign policy, the golden age of Canadian diplomacy, Canada and the 
League of Nations, and the United Nations. 
 
Required Readings 
Norman Hillmer and J.L. Granatstein, Empire to Umpire (Toronto: Nelson, 2008) 
Selected articles available via moodle or library course reserves. 
 
Course Requirements and Evaluation  
Article analysis: 10% 
Primary source analysis: 10% 
Research essay: 35%  
Final exam: 35% 
Participation: 10% 
 
For your article analysis, you will assess a scholarly article on some aspect of 
Canada and the world, from a list of approved articles. Your analysis should address: 
the argument (thesis) and content of the article; what this tells us about the issue 
that is the article’s subject and about Canadian foreign relations more generally; and 
your interpretation and assessment of both the article and its topic. 2-4 pages, 
double-spaced; due on moodle Oct. 3 by the start of class.  
 
Your primary source analysis will ask you to describe and analyse the key features 
and messages of one primary source document, selected from the Documents on 
Canadian External Relations series. This paper should identify the creator, audience, 
purpose, significance, unanswered questions and any other important elements of 
the source, and set it in its historical context. 2-4 pages, double-spaced; due on 
moodle by Oct. 19 by the start of class. 
 
It is recommended that you select the secondary and primary source topics that 
relate to your eventual research essay topic.  
 
Your research essay is a key component of the course and must show evidence of 
additional research beyond assigned readings. It requires a research question, a 



thesis statement (eg “this essay will argue that…”), research using both primary and 
secondary sources, and a clear conclusion. You should be thinking about your essay 
topic prior to our in-class workshop on research essays and working with sources on 
Oct. 10. An abstract (working title, brief description of topic and research question, 
about 100-150 words) is due by Nov. 2 at the latest (earlier submission encouraged). 
Your essay should be about 10-12 pages, double-spaced; due on moodle by Nov. 
30. Alternatively, you may choose to present your findings visually in the form of a 
research poster, or as an online project showcasing your research. Please discuss 
your choice with me in advance.  
  
The final exam will require you to identify key events, terms and concepts in 20th 
century Canadian foreign policy, along with essay questions that will assess your 
understanding of the lectures and readings. Attendance is mandatory. Absences due 
to illness or accident must be verified by a doctor’s note or certificate.  
 
Since this is a smaller class, student participation is expected and will be assessed 
at 10% of the final grade. This includes being present and taking part in class 
discussion and simulations of foreign policy debates at key periods in Canadian 
history. 
 
Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I am 
happy to arrange to meet with you at other times. You are also welcome to send e-
mails or contact me via the course web site. Questions will be responded to promptly, 
either with an answer or a time when I will be able to answer. If you have not heard 
back within 48 hours, please re-send or contact me by other means, in case the 
message has gone astray.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or presents 
the work of another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting the same work 
in different courses) and cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually in tests or 
examinations) are not acceptable. For details, see the university calendar section on 
plagiarism, available online at http://www.ubishops.ca/wp-content/uploads/05-
University-Regulations-2017.pdf  
 
Submission of written work 
All essays should be submitted using the course moodle page. Deadlines are firm 
and, out of fairness to other students, will not normally be extended. Late work will 
be penalized at 5% off per weekday. In other words, an essay worth 76% will be 
marked down to 71% if one day late, 66% if two days late, and so on.  
 
Bishop’s University stands on Abenaki traditional territory.  
  

http://www.ubishops.ca/wp-content/uploads/05-University-Regulations-2017.pdf
http://www.ubishops.ca/wp-content/uploads/05-University-Regulations-2017.pdf


Class schedule and readings 
The readings should be completed prior to class meetings on Tuesdays. Class topics 
are subject to change.  
 
Week 1 
Sept. 7 Course introduction: a global Canada 
 
Week 2 
Reading: Empire to Umpire introduction & chapter 1 (the Laurier years and after, 
1896-1914) 
Sept. 12 Canada in the British Empire 
Sept. 14 Canada’s first treaties 
 
Week 3 
Reading: Empire to Umpire chapter 2 (the Borden years, 1914-21) and Norman 
Hillmer, “National Independence and the National Interest: O.D. Skelton’s 
Department of External Affairs in the 1920s.” From In the National Interest: Canadian 
Foreign Policy and the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, 1909–
2009. Greg Donaghy and Michael K. Carroll, Editors. 
https://dspace.ucalgary.ca/bitstream/1880/48549/9/UofCPress_NationalInterest_2
011_Chapter01.pdf 
Sept. 19 Navies and warfare 
Sept. 21 The debate over Armenia  
 
Week 4 
Reading: Empire to Umpire chapter 3 (Mackenzie King’s era begins: the 1920s) 
Sept. 26 Canada at the League of Nations: 1920s 
Sept. 28 Canadian Christian missionaries overseas 
 
Week 5 
Reading: Empire to Umpire chapter 4 (King and Bennett: the 1930s)  
Oct. 3 Canada and the League: 1930s. Secondary source article review due. 
Oct. 5 Migration and racism.   
 
Week 6 
Reading: Empire to Umpire chapter 5 (WWII) and John Price, “Canada, White 
Supremacy and the Twinning of Empires,” International Journal 68 no. 4 (2013). 
Oct.10 Workshop on primary and secondary sources; choosing an essay topic. 
Recommended resource: History department research guide, 
http://www.ubishops.ca/academic-programs/faculty-of-arts-and-
science/humanities/history-global-studies/research-guide/  
Oct. 12 Canada’s Second World War and the end of empire 
 
Week 7 
Reading: Empire to Umpire chapter 6 (1945-49)  

https://dspace.ucalgary.ca/bitstream/1880/48549/9/UofCPress_NationalInterest_2011_Chapter01.pdf
https://dspace.ucalgary.ca/bitstream/1880/48549/9/UofCPress_NationalInterest_2011_Chapter01.pdf
http://www.ubishops.ca/academic-programs/faculty-of-arts-and-science/humanities/history-global-studies/research-guide/
http://www.ubishops.ca/academic-programs/faculty-of-arts-and-science/humanities/history-global-studies/research-guide/


Oct. 17 The early cold war at home: race and sexuality 
Oct. 19 Canada on the UN Security Council 1948-49; Primary source analysis due.  
 
Week 8 
Reading: Empire to Umpire chapter 7 (St. Laurent years: the 1950s) and Greg 
Donaghy, “Coming off the gold standard: Re-assessing the ‘Golden Age’ of Canadian 
Diplomacy,” paper presented at the University of Saskatchewan, 2009, 
http://www.schoolofpublicpolicy.sk.ca/_documents/_outreach_event_announcement
s/DFAIT_symposium/Coming_off_the_Gold_Standard.pdf  
Oct. 24 The “golden age,” cold war and decolonization 
Oct. 26 No class 
 
Week 9 
Reading: Empire to Umpire chapter 8 (the Diefenbaker years 1957-63)  
Oct. 31 Nationalism and the nuclear dilemma 
Nov. 2 Commonwealth economics and aid. Research essay abstract due. 
 
Week 10 
Reading: Empire to Umpire chapter 9 (Pearson as PM, 1963-68) and Robin S. 
Gendron, “Advancing the National Interest: Marcel Cadieux, Jules Léger, and 
Canadian Participation in the Francophone Community, 1964-1972.” From In the 
National Interest. 
https://dspace.ucalgary.ca/bitstream/1880/48549/15/UofCPress_NationalInterest_
2011_Chapter07.pdf 
Nov. 7 Dilemmas of nationalism: “Vive le Québec libre” 
Nov. 9 Dilemmas of cold war: the war in Vietnam  
 
Week 11 
Reading: Empire to Umpire chapter 10 (the Trudeau years, 1968-84) and Laura 
Madokoro, “Family reunification as international history: Rethinking Sino-Canadian 
relations after 1970,” International Journal 68 no. 4 (Dec. 2013): 591-608. 
Nov. 14 Migration: a new era 
Nov. 16 Trudeau’s third option and third world relations 
 
Week 12 
Reading: Empire to Umpire chapter 11 (the Mulroney years 1984-93) 
Nov. 21 The new continentalism?  
Nov. 23 Canada’s Tibet? International Indigenous rights campaigns  
 
Week 13 
Reading: Empire to Umpire pp. 303-25 (the Chretien years, 1990s)  
Nov. 28 Human rights and human security 
 
Research essay due on moodle by Thursday, Nov. 30.  
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