
HIS 229 – Human Rights & Humanitarian Organizations 
Winter 2018 
   
Wednesday & Friday, 10 am – 11:29 am, Nicolls 211 
 
Instructor:  Dr. David Webster 
Office: Morris 9  
Hours: Wednesday & Friday 1-2 pm or by appointment 
E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 
Office Telephone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 
 
Course Description  
Have non-governmental organizations made a difference? How have they 
interacted with and altered the international system? This course examines the 
border-crossing activities and influence of transnational human rights, 
humanitarian and other non-governmental organizations from 19th century 
struggles against colonialism to 20th century campaigns to ban land mines 
and promote universal human rights. 
 
Required Readings 
Akira Iriye, Petra Goedde & William I. Hitchcock, The Human Rights Revolution: 
An International History 
Margaret Keck & Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy 
Networks in International Politics 
 
Course Requirements and Evaluation  
Article analysis: 15% 
Wikipedia article: 35% 
Policy brief: 15%  
Final exam: 35% 
 
Article analysis: Each student will read an article presenting a case study of 
one NGO or one international issue in which NGOs played a significant role. 
(See list to be provided – one article each.) Students will then write an article 
analysis. It should be about three pages (double-spaced), and address: the 
argument (thesis) and content of the article; what this tells us about the NGO 
or issue that is the article’s subject; and your interpretation and assessment of 
both the article and the NGO or issue concerned. Due via moodle by Jan. 31. 
 
Wikipedia article: Each student will research, draft, revise and complete writing 
for an article to be posted to Wikipedia, on the topic of one non-governmental 
organization or human rights activist (from a list to be provided). You will be 
both (1) researching a topic and (2) disseminating knowledge to a wider public. 
Guidance will be provided throughout on this assignment using materials 
prepared by the Wiki Educational Foundation. You will be marked on your 



progress through the assignment and your final submitted article, not only on 
the final edited product reaching Wikipedia. In other words, your own work is 
what determines your mark. Recommended length of Wikipedia article: 2,500 
to 3,000 words. See attached Wikipedia article timeline. In case of conflcits 
between the Wikipedia timeline and the course outline’s schedule of assigned 
reading and classes, the course outline prevails. The Wikipedia timeline can be 
viewed via the course Wikipedia dashboard at 
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Bishop's_University/Human_rights_a
nd_humanitarian_organizations_(Winter_2018) All aspects of the Wikiedpa 
assignment will be done through this dashboard, so you will want to consult it 
regularly. Due date: various dates during term; final article by April 2 
(Monday). 
 
Policy brief: using the same research as for your Wikipedia article, you should 
write up your findings in the form of a policy brief directed to a government 
decision-maker. This form of writing makes a clear argument and clear 
recommendations for policy or action, rather than striving like Wikipedia for a 
“neutral point of view.” A policy brief should (1) lay out the issue in clear terms, 
(2) lay out possible courses of action, and (3) make specific recommendations 
to government and other relevant actors. It should be about 4 pages, double-
spaced. Due date: April 13 (Friday). 
 
Final exam: The final exam covers the entire course content. It will consist of 
definitions of terms and essay questions that ask you to make thematic 
connections.  
 
Collaborative research and writing  
This course aims to be not simply about one-way transmission of information, 
but to involve all students as researchers who will share results with a wider 
audience. This is expressed through a Wikipedia assignment in which all 
students research a topic and write it; all students will critique each other’s’ 
drafts and respond to feedback from other students and from the instructor. In 
the Wikipedia article, you are writing for a public audience, not creating a 
throw-away onetime assignment. In the final policy brief, you are using the 
same research material to write in a very different way, with the goal of 
building skills in writing policy recommendations. You are not in competition 
with other students; we are working together on a joint project, with each of us 
researching in parallel.  
 
Special note on guest speakers 
Three guest speakers relevant to the course are speaking at Bishop’s this term 
on Tuesday evenings. Since we will miss one class due to instructor absence, 
you should attend the March 27 guest speaker’s talk, and it is recommended to 
attend all three. If you have a class or other obstacle preventing attending 
Tuesday evening talks, please see me and we will make alternative 
arrangements.  

https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Bishop's_University/Human_rights_and_humanitarian_organizations_(Winter_2018)
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Bishop's_University/Human_rights_and_humanitarian_organizations_(Winter_2018)


 
Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I 
am happy to arrange to meet with you at other times. You are also welcome to 
send e-mails or contact me via the course web site. Questions will be 
responded to promptly, either with an answer or a time when I will be able to 
answer. If you have not heard back within 48 hours, please re-send or contact 
me by other means, in case the message has gone astray.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or 
presents the work of another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting 
the same work in different courses) and cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually 
in tests or examinations) are not acceptable. For details, see the university 
calendar section on plagiarism, available online at 
http://www.ubishops.ca/wp-content/uploads/05-University-Regulations-
2017.pdf  
 
Submission of written work 
All essays should be submitted using the course moodle page. Wikipedia 
assignments are to be submitted via Wikipedia itself. Deadlines are firm and, 
out of fairness to other students, will not normally be extended. Late work will 
be penalized at 5% off per weekday. In other words, an essay worth 76% will be 
marked down to 71% if one day late, 66% if two days late, and so on.  
 
Territorial acknowledgement 
Bishop’s University stands on the unceded traditional territory of the Abenaki 
people. 
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Class schedule and readings 
The readings should be completed prior to class meetings on Wednesdays. 
Class topics are subject to change.  
 
Week 1 

Reading: The Human Rights Revolution, introduction & chapter 1 

January 10 (Wednesday) | Introduction to course 
January 12 (Friday) | Understanding human rights; interrogating Wikipedia 

Milestone: This week, everyone should have a Wikipedia account. 

Week 2 

Reading: Activists Beyond Borders, chapter 2 

January 17 (Wednesday) | Antislavery movements, missionaries & colonialism 
January 19 (Friday) | Evaluating Wikipedia 

Week 3 

Reading: Activists Beyond Borders, chapter 4 

January 22 (Tuesday) | Special talk on “Journalism and Campaigning 
for Social Change” by Mathias Rittgerott, German environmentalist & 

journalist working for Rainforest Rescue. Cleghorn Room, McGreer, 7 pm  

January 24 (Wednesday) | Environmental activism 
January 26 (Friday) | Fake news? Editing the historical record 

Week 4 

Reading: The Human Rights Revolution, chapters 2, 3 & 4 (read one chapter 
closely, skim the others) 

January 31 (Wednesday) | The 1940s human rights moment; Defining 
genocide & war crimes. Article analysis due. 
February 2 (Friday) | Writing for Wikipedia and for policy outcomes.  

Week 5 

Reading: The Human Rights Revolution, chapter 7 & 8 (read one chapter closely, 
skim the other) 

February 7 (Wednesday) | The 1970s human rights moment;  
February 9 (Friday) | Anti-colonialism and human rights; writing and sourcing 

Milestone: Everyone has begun writing their Wikipedia article drafts. 

 



Week 6 

Reading: The Human Rights Revolution, chapter 9 & 10 (read one chapter 
closely, skim the others) 

February 14 (Wednesday) | The shape of human rights organizations  
February 16 (Friday) | Peer reviewing research 

Milestone: Every student has finished peer-reviewing their assigned articles, 
making sure that every article has been reviewed. 

Week 7 

Reading: Activists Beyond Borders, chapter 1 (introduction) 

February 21 (Wednesday) | NGOs crossing borders: the boomerang model 
February 23 (Friday) | Responding to writing critiques 

Week 8 

Reading: Activists Beyond Borders, chapter 3 

February 28 (Wednesday) | Repression and rights activism in Latin America 
March 2 (Friday) | Writing for the public 

March 7 & 9 | Reading week, no classes 

Week 9 

Reading: The Human Rights Revolution, chapter 11 & 12 

March 14 (Wednesday) | “Epistemic communities” 
March 16 (Friday) | The 1990s human rights moment; Ending the Cold War 

Week 10 

Reading: The Human Rights Revolution, chapter 13; Activists Beyond Borders, 
chapter 5 

March 20 (Tuesday) | Donald lecture by Amal Elsana Alhjooj, Arab 
Jewish Center for Equality, Empowerment and Cooperation, Centennial 

Theatre, 7 pm.  

March 21 | Transnational women’s rights movements 

March 23 (Friday) | Class cancelled due to instructor conference travel 

Week 11 

Reading: The Human Rights Revolution, chapter 14 



 March 27 (Tuesday) | Special talk “On Refugees and Sanctuary: 
Humanitarianism in Canada in the long 20th Century” by Laura 

Madokoro, McGill University, Cleghorn Room, McGreer, 7 pm.  

March 28 (Wednesday) | Relating history to current issues 
March 30 (Friday) | Good Friday, no class 

Milestone: Everyone should have finished all of the work they'll do on 
Wikipedia, and be ready for grading. (Final due date: Monday, April 2.) 

Week 12 

Reading: The Human Rights Revolution, chapter 15; Activists Beyond Borders, 
chapter 6 (conclusion) 

April 4 (Wednesday) | NGOs & economic development in the Global South 
April 6 (Friday) | Revisiting Wikipedia: “fake news” & the construction of truth; 
turning research into policy recommendations 

Week 13 

Reading: none 

April 11 (Wednesday) | Putting it together: human rights & transnational 
activism. Policy brief due on moodle by April 13. 

 


