
History & Global Studies 228 – Memory, truth & reconciliation  
Winter 2016 
 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11:30-12:50, Molson 11 
 
Instructor:  Dr. David Webster 
Office: Morris House 9 (upstairs via middle staircase) 
Hours: Mondays & Fridays 10:30-12 or by appointment 
E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 
Office Telephone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 
 
Course Description      
One major method for reconciling post-conflict societies to the traumatic 
memories of conflict in recent years has been the “truth commission.” This 
course surveys truth and reconciliation commissions in Southeast Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, and the ways in which they are used to construct 
alternative national narratives in the search for usable pasts. Comparisons will 
be drawn where appropriate with truth commissions and their uses of memory 
in other regions. 
 
Required Readings 

• Priscilla B. Hayner, Unspeakable Truths: Transitional Justice and the 
Challenge of Truth Commissions (second edition), from bookstore 

• Memory, Truth and Reconciliation in 20 Countries (previous student work, 
available from instructor) – MTR20 below 

• David Webster, ed., Flowers in the Wall: Truth & Reconciliation in Timor-
Leste, Indonesia & Melanesia (free e-book) 

• Selected materials online via moodle 
 
Course Requirements and Evaluation  
Response essay: 10% 
Participation: 20% 
Wikipedia assignment: 35% 
Wikipedia assignment reflection paper: 10% 
Final exam: 25% 
 
Response essay: You will write a response essay to the readings and class 
discussions on historical memory. Response essays should not just summarize 
but also provide your own response to the key points of assigned readings from 
weeks 2 and 3. No additional research is required and the style may be 
informal. Essays are due by class on the due date and late marks will be 
deducted for late submissions. A response essay should be about 3-5 pages, 
double-spaced. There are no penalties for longer essays.  
 
Class participation: You must attend the majority of classes in order to pass 
the course. It is expected that all students will do the assigned reading and be 
prepared to discuss in class. Each student will be asked periodically to present 
their thoughts informally to the class, and this will be taken into account as 



part of the participation. This mark is based on quality of contribution, not on 
quantity.  
 
Wikipedia article: Each student will research, draft, revise and complete writing 
for an article to be posted to Wikipedia, on the topic of any one truth 
commission (see list below). You will be both researching a topic and 
disseminating knowledge to a wider public. Guidance will be provided 
throughout on this assignment using guides prepared by the Wikipedia 
Educational Foundation. You will be marked on your progress through the 
assignment and your final submitted article, not only on the final edited 
product reaching Wikipedia. In other words, your own work is what determines 
your mark. There is no set length, since some topics have more information 
than others, but you may wish to aim for about 2,000 words.  
 
Commissions for possible Wikipedia article topics: 

1. Aceh (Indonesia) 
2. Algeria 
3. Bangladesh 
4. Burundi 
5. Colombia (update and edit existing entry)* 
6. Czech Republic 
7. Ecuador 
8. Germany (1995)* 
9. Ghana 
10.  Honduras 
11.  Indonesia (truth processes not yet leading to commissions)* 
12.  Myanmar (truth processes not yet leading to commissions)* 
13.  Nepal (2015)* 
14.  Nigeria 
15.  Paraguay 
16.  Peru (expand existing entry)* 
17.  Rwanda (1999) 
18.  Togo 
19.  Tunisia (expand existing entry)* 
20.  Uganda (1974) 
21.  Uganda (1986) 
22.  Uruguay 
23.  Zimbabwe 

* Most of these topics are new articles or expansions of one-line “stubs.” 
Asterisked articles have special challenges; please discuss with me before 
selecting one of these topics.  
 
Wikipedia article reflection paper: On completion of the Wikipedia article 
assignment, you should write a short reflection on the experience. What does it 
say about the production of texts and knowledge from diverse sources, about 
history and memory? How is knowledge produced, shared, disseminated, and 
used? What did you learn from this experience? What other questions do you 
feel deserve comment? Length: about 3-5 pages recommended.  
 



Final exam: During the course, we will generate a series of questions relating to 
truth commissions, reconciliation, usable pasts, historical narratives, collective 
memory etc. Some of these questions will appear on the final exam. The exam 
will be based on short essay questions encouraging you to think about the 
issues raised in this course and apply examples from one or more specific truth 
commissions/countries/sites of memory. It is a chance to reflect, not a test of 
your individual memory of specific facts. Attendance is mandatory. Absences 
due to illness or accident must be verified by a doctor’s note or certificate.  
 
Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I 
am happy to arrange to meet with students at other times. You are also 
welcome to send e-mails. If you have not heard back within 48 hours, please re-
send or contact me by other means, in case the message has gone astray.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or 
presents the work of another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting 
the same work in different courses) and cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually 
in tests or examinations) are not acceptable. For details, see the University 
Regulations section of the Academic Calendar at http://www.ubishops.ca/wp-
content/uploads/05-University-regulations-2018.pdf.  
 
Supporting your Success 
Your academic performance is closely tied to your personal well-being and 
mental health. It is understood that university students encounter setbacks 
from time to time that can impact their academics. If you encounter difficulties 
and need assistance it is important to reach out and take advantage of the 
resources available to you. For help and information addressing mental or 
physical health concerns, including meeting with a Bishop’s counsellor or 
nurse, visit: www.ubishops.ca/student-services/. 
 
If you are experiencing any personal difficulties that make it hard for you to 
meet your course requirements, please talk with your professor(s) or academic 
Dean. You should also connect with our professionals in student support 
services for your specific physical or mental health needs.  
 
Submission of written work 
Essays should be submitted using moodle by the start of class on the due date. 
Wikipedia assignments can be submitted online using the Wikipedia platform. 
 
Deadlines are firm and, out of fairness to other students, will not normally be 
extended. Late work will be penalized at 5% off per weekday. In other words, an 
essay worth 76% will be marked down to 71% if one day late, 66% if two days 
late, and so on. Late essays should also be submitted by e-mail and in printed 
form to me or the Faculty Secretary’s office. 
 
Territorial acknowledgement 
Bishop’s University stands on the unceded territory of the Abenaki people. 

http://www.ubishops.ca/wp-content/uploads/05-University-regulations-2018.pdf
http://www.ubishops.ca/wp-content/uploads/05-University-regulations-2018.pdf
https://webmail.ubishops.ca/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=fJjvxlFfHmrQQSgvOY9fPhON__fPS44it3yczgi4OSBMI9BIjaLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgB1AGIAaQBzAGgAbwBwAHMALgBjAGEALwBzAHQAdQBkAGUAbgB0AC0AcwBlAHIAdgBpAGMAZQBzAC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ubishops.ca%2fstudent-services%2f


Class schedule and readings 
The readings should be completed prior to class meetings. Some will be 
discussed during class time and the expectation is that all students will have 
read them. Class topics are subject to change. To reduce lecturing time, I have 
assigned several of my own articles, which provide written forms of what I 
would otherwise say in a lecture. This permits time to be spent on key points 
and questions in class using a “flipped classroom” model.  
 
Week 1: Introduction 
September 6 (Thursday) Introduction to course; Canadian public memories 
 
Week 2: Memory I 
Reading:  

• Unspeakable Truths, chapter 1 
• MTR20, chapters on truth commission & truth-seeking 
• B. Anderson, Imagined Communities, pp. 203-204 (moodle) 

September 11 (Tuesday) “Who remembers the Armenians?” 
September 13 (Thursday) Memory and forgetting 
 
Week 3: Memory II 
Reading:  

• P. Scham, Introduction to Shared Narratives: An Israeli-Palestinian 
Dialogue, via moodle 

• D. Webster, “Narratives of Colonization, Decolonization and 
Recolonization in Papua,” via moodle 

• Lieux de mémoire (Wikipedia article) 
 
September 18 (Tuesday) Sites of memory, sites of conscience, invented 
traditions 
September 20 (Thursday) Historical narratives, usable pasts 
 
Week 4: Truth commissions I – truth & reconciliation in South Africa & 
Guatemala 
Reading:  

• Unspeakable Truths, chapters 2-4  
• MTR20, chapter on Guatemala 
• Flowers in the Wall, chapter 2 

September 25 (Tuesday) Mapping truth commissions; a typology of transitional 
justice; South Africa’s Truth & Reconciliation Commission. Response essay 
due before class. 
September 27 (Thursday) Guatemala’s Commission for Historical Clarification; 
history & conflict resolution 
 
Week 5: Truth commissions II: Argentina, Korea & international accountability 
Reading:  

• Hayner, chapters 5-6 
• MTR20, country chapters (skim all entries, and read one closely: one 

student to focus on each chapter) 



 
October 2 (Tuesday) Argentina’s National Commission on the Disappeared 
October 4 (Thursday) Truth and reconciliation in South Korea; comparing 
commissions 
 
Week 6: Truth commissions III: Local & global aspects 

• Reading: Unspeakable Truths chapters 7-8, 10-12 (selections) 
October 9 (Tuesday) Local truths: a Sierra Leone case study 
October 11 (Thursday) Moving North: truth commissions in Europe and the 
United States. Wikipedia article: first draft of opening section and outline 
due. 
 
Week 7: Truth commissions IV: Methods & issues 

• Reading: Unspeakable Truths chapters 13-16 
October 16 (Tuesday) Methods for seeking truth; phases of truth & 
reconciliation 
October 18 (Thursday) Issues facing truth commissions.  
 
Week 8: Case Study: Timor-Leste I 

• Reading: Flowers in the Wall, Introduction & Section I (chapters 3-9) 
October 23 (Tuesday) Genocides? Indonesia 1965 and Timor-Leste 1975-99 
October 25 (Thursday) Accountability after genocide: choosing between different 
paths. Deadline for first draft of entire Wikipedia article 
 
Week 9: Case Study: Timor-Leste II  

• Reading: Chega! The Final Report of the Timor-Leste Commission for 
Reception, Truth, and Reconciliation (CAVR): A Plain Guide (available from 
instructor) 

October 30 (Tuesday) The CAVR: producing the report 
November 1 (Thursday) The CAVR: follow-up.  
 
Week 10: Comparing truth commissions 

• Reading: none 
November 6 (Tuesday) Study day; no class 
November 8 (Thursday) Comparing commissions, drawing conclusions. Peer 
reviews of other students’ Wikipedia articles due 
 
Week 11: Case study: Indonesia 

• Reading: Flowers in the Wall, chapters 10-15 
November 13 (Tuesday) Truth denied 
November 15 (Thursday) New models for reconciliation? 
 
Week 12: Bringing it home I 

• Reading: Flowers in the Wall, chapters 20-21 
November 20 (Tuesday) Residential schools, cultural genocide 
November 22 (Thursday) Comparing international cases to Canada. Final 
Wikipedia article due. 
 
 



Week 13: Bringing it Home II 
Reading:  

• TRC Canada Calls to Action (available from instructor) 
• C. Roy, “Canada’s Conversation about cultural genocide” (online) 

November 27 (Tuesday) Implementing TRC calls to action, media debates 
November 29 (Thursday) Course review 
 
Reflection essay on Wikipedia assignment due Dec. 3. 
 
Exam period Dec. 4-16 
 
 
 



 
Memory, truth and reconciliation – Wikipedia outline 

Online version at 
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Bishop's_University/Memory,_tr
uth_and_reconciliation_(Fall_2018)/timeline  

One major method for reconciling post-conflict societies to the traumatic memories of 
conflict in recent years has been the “truth commission.” This course surveys truth 
and reconciliation commissions in Southeast Asia, South Africa and Latin America, 
and the ways in which they are used to construct alternative national narratives in the 
search for usable pasts. Comparisons will be drawn where appropriate with truth 
commissions and their uses of memory in other regions 

 
09/09 - 09/15 (Thu) 
Week 2 

Introduction to the Wikipedia assignment 

In Class 

Welcome to your Wikipedia assignment's course timeline. This page guides you 
through the steps you'll need to complete for your Wikipedia assignment, with 
links to training modules and your classmates' work spaces. 

Your course has been assigned a Wikipedia Expert. You can reach them through 
the Get Helpbutton at the top of this page. 
Resources: 

• Editing Wikipedia, pages 1–5 
• Evaluating Wikipedia 
 
Get started on Wikipedia 

Assignment 

Training 

Wikipedia policies Complete  View 

Sandboxes, talk pages, and watchlists -- Start 

Create an account and join this course page, using the enrollment link your 
instructor sent you. (Because of Wikipedia's technical restraints, you may receive 
a message that you cannot create an account. To resolve this, please try again off 
campus or the next day.) 
 
Everyone has a Wikipedia account 

Milestone 

https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Bishop's_University/Memory,_truth_and_reconciliation_(Fall_2018)/timeline
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Bishop's_University/Memory,_truth_and_reconciliation_(Fall_2018)/timeline
https://wikiedu.org/editingwikipedia
https://wikiedu.org/evaluatingwikipedia
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/wikipedia-essentials
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/sandboxes-talk-watchlists
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/�
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/�


This week, everyone should have a Wikipedia account. 

 
09/16 - 09/22 (Tue, Thu) 
Week 3 

Evaluate Wikipedia 

Assignment 

Training 

How to edit: Wikicode vs Visual Editor -- Start 

Evaluating articles and sources Complete  View 

Exercise 

Evaluate an article  

Discussion 

In Class 

Thinking about sources and plagiarism  

 
09/23 - 09/29 (Tue, Thu) 
Week 4 

Exercise 

Assignment 

Choose your topic / Find your sources  

Discussion 

In Class 

What's a content gap?  

Guide(s) for writing articles in your topic area 
History  

 
09/30 - 10/06 (Tue, Thu) 

https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/how-to-edit
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/evaluating-articles
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/evaluate-wikipedia-exercise
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/sources-and-plagiarism-discussion/thinking-about-sources-and-plagiarism
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/choose-topic-from-list-exercise
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/content-gap-discussion/what-is-a-content-gap
https://wikiedu.org/history


Week 5 

Everyone has started writing 

Milestone 

Everyone has begun writing their article drafts. 
 
Start drafting your contributions 
Training 

Drafting in the sandbox -- Start 

Plagiarism -- Start 

Reach out to your Wikipedia Expert if you have questions using the Get 
Help button at the top of this page. 
Resource: Editing Wikipedia, pages 7–9 
 
10/07 - 10/13 (Tue, Thu) 
Week 6 

Opening section and outline due 

Assignment -  

Due: 2018-10-11 
Your opening section and outline of the rest of the article should be completed for 
Thursday 
 
In-class presentation 

In Class 

Be prepared to discuss your article topic with others 
 
10/14 - 10/20 (Tue, Thu) 
Week 7 

Discussion 

In Class 

Thinking about Wikipedia  

 
10/21 - 10/27 (Tue, Thu) 
Week 8 

First draft of Wikipedia article due 

https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/drafting-in-sandbox
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/plagiarism
https://wikiedu.org/editingwikipedia#page=7
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/thinking-about-wikipedia-discussion/thinking-about-wikipedia


Assignment -  

Due: 2018-10-25 
Deadline for first draft of full Wikipedia article Oct. 25 
 
In-class presentation 

In Class 

Guiding questions  

 
10/28 - 11/03 (Tue, Thu) 
Week 9 

Peer review two articles 

Assignment -  

Due: 2018-11-08 

Guiding framework  

 
11/04 - 11/10 (Thu) 
Week 10 

Peer reviews are complete by Nov. 8 

Milestone 

Every student has finished reviewing their assigned articles, making sure that 
every article has been reviewed. 
 
11/11 - 11/17 (Tue, Thu) 
Week 11 

Respond to your peer review 

Assignment 

You probably have some feedback from other students and possibly other 
Wikipedians. Consider their suggestions, decide whether it makes your work more 
accurate and complete, and edit your draft to make those changes. 

Resources: 

https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/in-class-presentation-exercise/guiding-questions
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/peer-review


• Editing Wikipedia, pages 12 and 14 
• Reach out to your Wikipedia Expert if you have any 

questions. 
 
Begin moving your work to Wikipedia 

Assignment 

Training 

Moving work out of the sandbox -- Start 

Now that you've improved your draft based on others' feedback, it's time to move 
your work live - to the "mainspace." 

Resource: Editing Wikipedia, page 13 
 
Continue improving your article 

Assignment 

Training 

Contributing images and media files -- Start 

Exercise 

Add links to your article  

Now's the time to revisit your text and refine your work. You may do more 
research and find missing information; rewrite the lead section to represent all 
major points; reorganize the text to communicate the information better; or add 
images and other media. 
 
Polish your work 

Assignment 

Continue to expand and improve your work, and format your article to match 
Wikipedia's tone and standards. Remember to contact your Wikipedia Expert at 
any time if you need further help! 
 
11/18 - 11/22 (Tue, Thu) 
Week 12 

Final article 

https://wikiedu.org/editingwikipedia#page=12
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/moving-to-mainspace
https://wikiedu.org/editingwikipedia#page=13
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/images-and-media
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/students/continue-improving-exercise/link-articles


Assignment 

It's the final week to develop your article. 

• Read Editing Wikipedia page 15 to review a final check-list 
before completing your assignment. 

• Don't forget that you can ask for help from your Wikipedia 
Expert at any time! 

 
You've finished your Wikipedia assignment! 

Milestone 

Everyone should have finished all of the work they'll do on Wikipedia, and be 
ready for grading. 
 
Grading for Wikipedia assignment (Total: 100%) 

• Get started on Wikipedia 
Value: 5% 

• Evaluate Wikipedia 
Value: 10% 

• Respond to your peer review 
Value: 10% 

• Final article 
Value: 35% 

• First draft of Wikipedia article due 
Value: 20% 

• In-class presentation 
Value: 0% 

• Opening section and outline due 
Value: 10% 

• Peer review two articles 
Value: 10% 
 

https://wikiedu.org/editingwikipedia#page=15
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