
History & Global Studies | HIS 398: New Histories of the United Nations & 
international organizations | Winter 2020 
 
Friday 2:30-5:30, Nicolls 231 
Instructor:  Dr. David Webster 
Office: Morris 9 
Office hours: Wednesday/Friday 1130-1230 or by appointment 
E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 
Office Telephone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 
 
Course Description  
The United Nations has been derided as a useless talking shop, and praised as the best hope 
of humanity. This course aims to examine the UN, along with its predecessor and affiliated 
international organizations, on their own terms, as international actors in their own right. It 
exposes students to newer theoretical approaches in transnational history and highlights the 
role of international organizations in global politics, economics and social relations.  
 
Required Readings 

• Glenda Sluga, Internationalism in the Age of Nationalism 
• Jussi Hanhimaki, The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction 
• Additional reading online through moodle or library reserves 

 
Course Requirements and Evaluation 
Research essay description: 5% 
Research essay draft: 15% 
Peer review: 10% 
Lightning presentation: 5% 
Research essay final version: 35% 
Participation: 30% 
 
The major assignment for this course is a research essay. You should choose one 
international organization (eg the United Nations itself, the UN Technical Assistance 
Administration, the Food and Agriculture Organization, the World Health Organization etc) 
and a thematic and/or geographical focus (eg the UNTAA in Indonesia in the 1950s, the 
WHO’s efforts to eradicate malaria, etc.). This must be submitted in three stages. A one-
paragraph description of the topic, including the major research question(s) you hope to 
answer, is due by Jan. 29. The first draft of your essay is due by Feb. 28. It should include a 
thesis statement that gives your answer, based on your research so far, to your major 
research question(s). Students will then each read and comment on two other students’ 
essays. Peer reviews are due back by March 20. 
 
In the final class, we will have “lightning presentations” of your research. You should identify 
your topic, research questions and findings in no more than three (3) minutes. You may if 
you wish use one powerpoint slide as a visual and memory aid. Talks should be engaging 
and speak to the research, not be a simple reading of your research. Following feedback, you 
will have time to revise your final essay before submission if necessary. Your final draft, 
taking into account feedback received at all stages of the writing process, is due by 
Thursday, April 9 at midnight.  
 



Final essay length should be about 12-20 pages, double-spaced. You are welcome to include 
less conventional forms of presenting your research as part of the assignment, and this will 
be taken into account in assigning a final mark. For instance, a 12-page essay with a public 
web page presenting key documents and contextualizing them as part of your essay topic 
may well be a stronger piece of research that a 20-page essay that does not squarely address 
the research question or show extensive research in both primary and secondary 
sources. Some class time will be devoted to research essay skills on the history of 
international organizations.   
 
Participation: Class participation is very important in upper-year seminars. It is expected 
that all students will (1) do the assigned readings, (2) come prepared to engage with the 
readings based on a good understanding of their content, and (3) take an active part in the 
discussion in our weekly seminar meetings. Each student should come to class with (at least) 
one issue from the readings that they would like to discuss or a key point they found 
interesting, and be prepared to speak to that point. Reading may vary from student to 
student (i.e. you may each read something different some weeks). You should therefore be 
able to summarize the key points of the readings for other students, in order to contribute to 
a group conversation about the overall theme. It is a requirement to attend at last 50% of 
classes in order to pass the course.  
 
This course has no final exam.  
 
Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I am happy to 
arrange to meet with students at other times. You are also welcome to send e-mails. If you 
have not heard back within 48 hours, please re-send or contact me by other means, in case 
the message has gone astray.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or presents the work 
of another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting the same work in different 
courses) and cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually in tests or examinations) are not 
acceptable. For details, see the university calendar section on plagiarism. In group work, all 
members of the group are expected to take an active part and collaborate on the work, not 
pass off another group member’s work as their own.  
 
Supporting your Success 
Your academic performance is closely tied to your personal well-being and mental health. It 
is understood that university students encounter setbacks from time to time that can impact 
their academics. If you encounter difficulties and need assistance it is important to reach out 
and take advantage of the resources available to you. For help and information addressing 
mental or physical health concerns, including meeting with a Bishop’s counsellor or nurse, 
visit: www.ubishops.ca/student-services/ 
 
If you are experiencing any personal difficulties that make it hard for you to meet your course 
requirements, please talk with your professor(s) or academic Dean. You should also connect 
with our professionals in student support services for your specific physical or mental health 
needs.  
 
 



Submission of written work 
Essays should be submitted via moodle. There is no need for a printed copy.   
 
Deadlines are firm and, out of fairness to other students, will not normally be extended. Late 
work will be penalized at 5% off per weekday. In other words, an essay worth 76% will be 
marked down to 71% if one day late, 66% if two days late, and so on.  
 
Land acknowledgement 
Pm8wzowinnoak Bishop’s kchi adalagakidimek aoak kzalziwi w8banakii aln8baïkik.  | 
Bishop’s University is proud to be located on the traditional territory of the Abenaki people. | 
L’Université Bishop’s est fière d’être située sur le territoire traditionnel du peuple Abénaki. 
 
Class schedule and readings 
The readings should be completed prior to class. Some will be discussed during class time 
and the expectation is that all students will have read them. Class topics are subject to 
change.  
 
Jan. 10 | Introduction to course 
 
Jan. 14 | Donald lecture: Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, Indigenous climate change activist 
(Centennial Theatre, 7 pm). This is outside the normal class schedule. If you cannot attend 
on a Tuesday night due to a class conflict, please speak with me for an alternative 
assignment.  
 
Jan. 17 | Western ideas of internationalism  
Reading:  

• Sluga, Internationalism, introduction and chapter 1 
• Glenda Sluga and Sunil Amrith, “New Histories of the U.N.,” Journal of World History, 

vol. 19, no. 3 (Sep. 2008), 251-274. 
• Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 

Nationalism (London: Verso, 1991), 5-7 (moodle) 
• We will also discuss the Donald lecture as a contemporary example of internationalist 

thought 
 
Jan. 24 | Indigenous and Asian ideas of internationalism 
Reading:  

• Liang Pan, “National Internationalism in Japan and China,” in Internationalisms: A 
Twentieth-Century History, eds. Glenda Sluga and Patricia Clavin (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2017), 179-90 (moodle) 

• Hanne Hagtvedt Vik, “Indigenous Internationalisms,” in Sluga and Clavin, 
Internationalisms, 315-39 (moodle) 

• Hayden King, “The erasure of Indigenous thought in foreign policy,” Open Canada, 
July 21, 2017, https://www.opencanada.org/features/erasure-indigenous-thought-
foreign-policy/  

• James (Sa'ke'j) Youngblood Henderson, “The Art of Braiding Indigenous Peoples’ 
Inherent Human Rights into the Law of Nation-States,” in UNDRIP Implementation: 
Braiding International, Domestic and Indigenous Laws: Special Report (Waterloo: 
Centre for International Governance Innovation, 2017), open e-book at 

https://www.opencanada.org/features/erasure-indigenous-thought-foreign-policy/
https://www.opencanada.org/features/erasure-indigenous-thought-foreign-policy/


https://www.cigionline.org/publications/undrip-implementation-braiding-
international-domestic-and-indigenous-laws  

 
Jan. 31 | The League of Nations in history and historiography 
Reading:  

• Sluga, Internationalism, chapter 2 
• Susan Pedersen, “Back to the League of Nations:  Review Essay,” American Historical 

Review, vol. 112, no. 4 (Oct. 2007), 1091-1117. 
• Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage, 1979), 1-9 (moodle)  

 
Feb. 7 | Perspectives on the League of Nations 
Readings: TWO of:  

• Patricia Clavin & Jens-Wilhelm Wessels, “Transnationalism and the League of Nations: 
Understanding the Work of its Economic and Financial Organisation,” Contemporary 
European History 14 no. 4 (2005): 465-492.  

• Daniel Gorman, “Liberal Internationalism, the League of Nations Union, and the 
Mandates System,” Canadian Journal of History 40 (Dec. 2005): 449-77. 

• Terry M. Mays, “Peacekeeping under the League of Nations: Setting the Foundation for 
the Modern Concept of UN Peacekeeping,” Global War Studies 10, no. 2 (May 2013): 
38–55. 

• Susan Pedersen, “Getting Out of Iraq--in 1932: The League of Nations and the Road to 
Normative Statehood,” American Historical Review 115, no. 4 (October 2010): 975–
1000. 

• Andrew Webster, “The Transnational Dream: Politicians, Diplomats and Soldiers in the 
League of Nations' Pursuit of International Disarmament, 1920-1938,” Contemporary 
European History 14 no. 4 (2005): 493 – 518. 

• Christiano Andrea Ristuccia, “The 1935 Sanctions Against Italy: Would Coal and Oil 
Have Made a Difference?” European Review of Economic History 4, no. 1 (April 2000): 
85–110. 

• Sven Saaler and Christopher W. A. Szpilman, “Pan-Asianism as an Ideal of Asian 
Identity and Solidarity, 1850–Present,” The Asia-Pacific Journal Vol 9, Issue 17 No 1, 
April 25, 2011. http://www.japanfocus.org/-Sven-Saaler/3519  

• Heidi J. S. Tworek, “Communicable Disease: Information, Health, and Globalization in 
the Interwar Period,” American Historical Review 124, no. 3 (June 2019): 813–842. 

• Keith David Watenpaugh, “The League of Nations’ Rescue of Armenian Genocide 
Survivors and the Making of Modern Humanitarianism, 1920-1927,” American 
Historical Review 115, no. 5 (December 2010): 1315–1339. 

• Margherita Zanasi, “Exporting Development: The League of Nations and Republican 
China,” Comparative Studies in Society & History 49, no. 1 (January 2007): 143–169. 

 
Feb. 14 | Forming the United Nations and international legal regimes 
Readings:  

• Sluga, Internationalism, chapter 3 
• Hanhimaki, United Nations, introduction and chapter 1 
• Carol Anderson, “‘The Moral Arc of the Universe Bends Long but It Bends toward 

Justice’: The Search for Justice in International Law,” Diplomatic History 35, no. 5 
(November 2011): 787–791. 

https://www.cigionline.org/publications/undrip-implementation-braiding-international-domestic-and-indigenous-laws
https://www.cigionline.org/publications/undrip-implementation-braiding-international-domestic-and-indigenous-laws
http://www.japanfocus.org/-Sven-Saaler/3519


• John P. Pace, “The Development of Human Rights Law in the United Nations, Its 
Control and Monitoring Machinery.” International Social Science Journal 50, no. 158 
(December 1998): 499–511. 

 
Feb. 21 | International organizations, “life stories,” and economic development 
Readings:  

• Corinna Unger, International Development: A Postwar History (London: Bloomsbury, 
2018), chapter 4 

• Hanhimaki, United Nations, chapter 5 
• David Webster, “Development advisors in a time of cold war and decolonization: the 

United Nations Technical Assistance Administration, 1950–59,” Journal of Global 
History, Volume 6, Issue 02, July 2011, pp. 249-272. 

• David Webster, “Life Stories, Wife Stories,” work in progress 
The last essay will be used as an illustration of the instructor’s work in progress and the 
research and essay-writing process. This class, therefore, is also a workshop on how to find 
sources and write a research essay in international history.  
 
 
Feb. 28 | Decolonization: nationalism, internationalism and international law 
Readings:  

• Hanhimaki, United Nations, chapters 2-4 and 6 
• United Nations Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 

and Peoples (General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960), 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Independence.aspx 

• Todd Shepard, Voices of Decolonization: A Brief Hisotry with Documents (Boston: 
Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2015), pp. 1-41 and one primary source from the book (moodle) 

Exercise: unpacking primary sources 
 
Essay first draft due. 
 
March 2-6 Reading week, no classes 
 
March 13 | UNESCO and transnational exchange 
Readings:  

• Sluga, Internationalism, chapter 4 
• Poul Duedahl, “Selling Mankind: UNESCO and the Invention of Global History, 1945-

1976,” Journal of World History, Vol. 22, No. 1 (March 2011), pp. 101-133. 
• Todd Shepard, ‘Algeria, France, Mexico, UNESCO: A Transnational History of Anti-

Racism and Decolonization, 1932-1962’, Journal of Global History, Vol. 6 No. 2 (July 
2011), pp. 273-297. 

 
March 20 | TBA. Peer review deadline. 
 
March 27 | Health and food 
Readings: 

• Sunil Amrith, “Internationalising Health in the Twentieth Century,” Internationalisms, 
245-64. 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Independence.aspx


• Corinne A. Pernet and Amalia Ribi Forclaz, “Revisiting the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO): International Histories of Agriculture, Nutrition,and 
Development,” The International History Review 41 no. 2 (2018): 345-350.  

• Jill Campbell-Miller, “The Fascinating Life of Dr. Florence Nichols,” Canadian Network 
on Humanitarian History, May 27, 2017, http://aidhistory.ca/the-fascinating-life-of-
dr-florence-nichols/ AND Jill Campbell-Miller, “‘A Mission for Modernity: Canadian 
Women in Medical and Nursing Education in India, 1946-1966,” forthcoming book 
chapter (moodle) 

• Simplice Ayangma Bonoho, “Conflits dans le Congo ex-belge autour d'une « cause 
sociale » : la trypanosomiase humaine africaine,” Relations internationales n° 177 
(2019), 85-98 (moodle)  

 
April 3 | Rethinking international history; research presentations 
Readings:   

• Sluga, Internationalism, afterword  
• Hanhimaki, United Nations, chapter 7 
• Hayden King, “UNDRIP’s fundamental flaw,” Open Canada, April 2, 2019, 

https://www.opencanada.org/features/undrips-fundamental-flaw/ 
Research essay lightning presentations  

 
Final essay due by Thursday, April 9 at midnight. 
 
 

http://aidhistory.ca/the-fascinating-life-of-dr-florence-nichols/
http://aidhistory.ca/the-fascinating-life-of-dr-florence-nichols/
https://www.opencanada.org/features/undrips-fundamental-flaw/

