
HIS 284 – History of Modern China 
Winter 2015 
 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:00-11:30, Nicolls 112 
 
Instructor:  Dr. David Webster 
Office: Morris 9 
Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 11:30-12:30 or by appointment 
E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 
Office Telephone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 
 
Course Description  
The course examines China's transformation between 1800 and 2000 from civilizational 
empire into modern nation-state. Topics to be discussed include China's revolutions, the 
role of Japanese aggression and civil war, Chinese nationalism and communism, the 
construction of an industrializing economy, and the transformation of Chinese society 
and culture. 
 
Required Readings 
R. Keith Schoppa, Revolution and Its Past: Identities and Change in Modern Chinese 
History, third edition (Boston: Prentice Hall, 2011). 
Jung Chang, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China (any edition of this book is fine).  
 
There are two assigned books. One is a standard historical textbook that narrates events 
and themes chronologically. The other is a personal account of three generations of 
Chinese women living through the turbulent events of 19th and 20th century China.  
 
Course Requirements and Evaluation  
Primary source analysis: 10% 
Wild Swans essay and animation: 20% 
Research essay: 35%  
Final exam: 35% 
 
Your primary source analysis will ask you to describe and analyse the key features and 
messages of one primary source document, or to compare two documents. This paper 
should identify the creator, audience, purpose, significance, unanswered questions and 
any other important elements of the source. A source analysis paper should be about 2 to 
3 pages, double-spaced. A list of sources for possible analysis will be provided; if you 
wish to choose another, please consult me.   
 
For the Wild Swans assignment, you are asked to write a short essay that responds to one 
chapter of Wild Swans and relates the first-person account of Jung Chang to the 
textbook’s coverage of the same period in Chinese history. Each student will be 
responsible for one chapter. Your response essays should be about 3 to 5 pages, double-
spaced. They are due in class on the Thursday after the week in which the chapter is 



assigned, eg, chapter 1 of Wild Swans is assigned in week 4, so the essay is due in class 
on the Thursday of week 5 (Feb. 5).   

In one class each week (normally but not always Thursdays), time in class will be 
devoted to a class discussion of the assigned chapters from Wild Swans. The three or four 
students assigned to each chapter will be responsible for leading that conversation by 
providing discussion questions, briefly highlighting key themes of the chapter, or other 
method of their choice. Your mark will be a combination of the written essay and your 
presentation/animation of the conversation on Wild Swans.  
 
Your research paper is a key component of the course and must show evidence of 
additional research in the library. A list of essay topics will be provided. Your essay 
should be about 10 pages, double-spaced (about means: minimum 8 pages, maximum 12 
pages, not counting bibliography). If you wish to submit a draft for comments ahead of 
time, you are welcome to do so by March 26.  
 
The final exam will require you to identify key events, terms and concepts in modern 
Chinese history, along with essay questions that will assess your understanding of the 
lectures and readings. Attendance is mandatory. Absences due to illness or accident must 
be verified by a doctor’s note or certificate.  
 
Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I am 
happy to arrange to meet with students at other times. You are also welcome to send e-
mails or contact me via the course web site. Questions will be responded to promptly, 
either with an answer or a time when I will be able to answer. If you have not heard back 
within 48 hours, please re-send or contact me by other means, in case the message has 
gone astray.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or presents the 
work of another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting the same work in 
different courses) and cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually in tests or examinations) are 
not acceptable. For details, see the university calendar section on plagiarism (available 
online at http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-
University-regulations.pdf).  
 
Submission of written work 
All essays should be submitted in both printed form and by e-mail to 
dwebster@ubishops.ca. Essays are due in class. If for any reason you are not able to 
attend class, the essay can be handed in to the Faculty Secretary’s office in Morris House 
by 4 pm, and date-stamped to show when it was handed in.  
 
Deadlines are firm and, out of fairness to other students, will not normally be extended. 
Late work will be penalized at 5% off per weekday. In other words, an essay worth 76% 
will be marked down to 71% if one day late, 66% if two days late, and so on. Late essays 



should also be submitted by e-mail and in printed form to me or the Faculty Secretary’s 
office. 
 
Class schedule and assigned readings 
 
Week 1 
Reading: Revolution & its Past (RP) chapters 1, 2 
 
Jan. 6 At the celestial court, 1793 
Jan. 8 What is China? Imperial, Qing, Manchu, and Chinese identities 
 
Week 2 
Reading: RP chapters 3,4  
 
Jan. 13 Missionaries, merchants and missionaries at 19th century China’s gates 
Jan. 15 The Taiping Civil War 
 
Week 3 
Reading: RP chapters 5, 6 
 
Jan. 20 “Save the emperor!” Self-strengthening and economic development, 1870s-90s 
Jan. 22 Sojourners? The Chinese outside China 
Primary source analysis due 
 
Week 4 
Reading: RP chapters 7, 8 
Wild Swans chapters 1, 2, 3 
 
Jan. 27 Sun Yat-sen also rises: Chinese Nationalists at home and away, 1894-1911 
Jan. 29 The fall of the Qing Empire (1911) and the Early Republic 
 
Week 5 
Reading: RP chapters 9, 10 
Wild Swans chapters 4, 5, 6 
 
Feb. 3 The May 4 Movement, 1919 
Feb. 5 Modernity: the bicycle in China 
 
Week 6 
Reading: RP chapters 11, 12 
Wild Swans chapters 7, 8, 9 
 
Feb. 10 Development models in the Republic of China, 1920s-40s 
Feb. 12 Generalissimo vs. Chairman: Chiang Kai-shek, the Guomindang and the Chinese 
Communist Party, 1920s-40s 
 



Week 7 
Reading: RP chapters 13, 14 
Wild Swans chapters 10, 11, 12 
 
Feb. 17 Colonies or nations? Tibet and Xinjiang 1911-45 
Feb. 19 The Clash 1: China and Japan in Korea and Manchuria 
 
Week 8 
Reading: RP chapters 15 (pp. 286-97 only), 16 (pp. 305-319 only)  
 i.e. skip sections at end of each chapter on Taiwan 
Wild Swans chapters 13, 14, 15, 16 
 
Feb. 24 The Chinese People Stand up: The People’s Republic of China declared, 1949 
Feb. 26 The Clash 2: China in the Korean War, 1950-53 
 
Reading week 
 
Week 9 
Reading: RP chapters 17, 18 
Wild Swans chapters 17, 18, 19, 20 
 
March 10 Great Leaps and famines: Mao Zedong’s China, 1950s-70s 
March 12 After the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution  
 
Week 10 
Reading: RP chapters 19, 20 
Wild Swans chapters 21, 22, 23, 24 
 
March 17 Cat catches mouse: China under Deng Xiaoping, 1978-89 
March 19 Economic miracles and peaceful rises: China and the world economy  
 
Week 11 
Reading: RP epilogue 
Wild Swans chapters 25, 26, 27, 28 
 
March 24 Human rights and Tibet 
March 26 Canada and China: reluctant partners?  
 
Week 12 
Reading: TBA 
 
March 31 Other Chinas, other models?  
April 2 Course review 
Final essay due 
 


