
History & Global Studies 255  
History of Modern Southeast Asia 
Winter 2019 
 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 12:30-1:29, Nicolls 211 
Instructor: Dr. David Webster 
Office: Morris House 9 
Hours: Wednesdays & Fridays 1:30-2:30, or by appointment 
E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 
Office Phone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 
 
Course Description  
The dozen countries south of China and east of India are diverse but nevertheless form a 
coherent region of study. In this course, the national experiences of each country are 
compared since about 1800. Topics to be covered include the emergence of indigenous 
political units, trade, European and American colonial rule, the rise of nationalism, the 
impact of the Pacific War in the 1940s, economic development after independence, the 
creation of regional organizations, human rights and environmental change. 
 
Learning Objectives 
After completing the course, students should be able to: 

• Compare and contrast different forms of colonialism across Southeast Asia in 
various places and across time periods 

• Compare and contrast anti-colonial nationalist movements in the region 
• Compare and contrast post-independence state-building strategies and economic 

development trajectories  
• Analyze the factors that led to the (1) rise and (2) demise of colonial rule 
• Evaluate the colonial legacy facing new states after independence 
• Evaluate the post-independence state-building experience  
• Explain the factors leading to the rise of regionalization and new social movements 

in the post-independence years 
• Describe the factors that led to economic growth and increasing regional integration 

in the late 20th century, and their costs 
• Create and advocate a policy on environmental change from the standpoint of a 

Southeast Asian government or social movement 
 
Required Readings 
D.R. SarDesai, Southeast Asia: Past and Present (5th, 6th or 7th edition) 
Supplemental readings to be distributed 
 



Course Requirements and Evaluation  
Map quiz: 5% 
Compare and contrast essay 1: 15% 
Compare and contrast essay 2: 15% 
Midterm: 15%* 
Environmental change simulation: 15% 
Final exam: 35% 
 
* If you choose, you may opt not to have your midterm marks counted. In this case, the 
marks scheme will be altered to: map quiz: 5%, essay 1: 20%, essay 2: 20%, environmental 
change game: 15%; exam: 40%. 
 
The map quiz is designed to test your knowledge of the places necessary to an 
understanding of Southeast Asian historical developments. In case of any unavoidable 
absences due to illness or university-related obligations, written documentation must be 
provided; in these cases a (different) make-up quiz will be scheduled.  
 
Instead of a final research essay, you will write two essays which compare and 
contrast (1) colonialism and (2) nationalism in two different Southeast Asian countries. 
Countries are: Burma (Myanmar); Thailand; Laos; Cambodia; Vietnam; Malaysia; 
Singapore; Indonesia; Timor-Leste; Brunei Darussalam; and the Philippines. If you wish, 
you may examine a sub-national area, e.g. the Shan States of Burma; Java in the 
Netherlands East Indies; West Papua in Indonesia, etc. Compare-and-contrast essays 
should consider the key features in (for instance) Dutch colonial rule in Indonesia with 
British colonial rule in Burma.  
 
You may choose to focus on a topic that interests you, for instance the role of literature in 
anti-colonial nationalism – please discuss with me if this is something you would like to 
do. Each essay should be about 5-6 pages, double-spaced. Late essays are accepted with a 
penalty (see below). 
 
Essay one (colonialism) will primarily assess the following outcomes: 
 

• Compare and contrast different forms of colonialism across Southeast Asia in 
various places and across time periods. 

• Analyze the factors that led to the (1) rise and (2) demise of colonial rule. 
• Evaluate the colonial legacy facing new states after independence. 

 
Essay two (nationalism) will primarily assess the following outcomes: 
 

• Compare and contrast anti-colonial nationalist movements in the region. 
• Compare and contrast post-independence state-building strategies and economic 

development trajectories  
• Analyze the factors that led to the demise of colonial rule 



• Evaluate the post-independence state-building experience  
 
The midterm assesses your mastery of the subject matter to date. Attendance is 
mandatory. Absences due to illness or accident must be verified by a doctor’s note or 
certificate. To reduce pressure, you may after the midterm choose not to count the marks. 
In this case, the missing 15% will be redistributed to your compare-and-contrast essays 
and to the final exam.  
 
The environmental change game is a simulation of a major contemporary 
environmental challenge, in which you will play a member of a Southeast Asian 
government or social movement, creating and advocating a policy position. It builds on the 
grounding in Southeast Asian political, social and environmental history provided during 
the earlier parts of the course. The simulation allows you to apply earlier knowledge to a 
concrete problem. More details will be distributed closer to the date.  
 
The exam will require you to identify key events, terms and concepts in modern Southeast 
Asian history, along with essay questions that will assess your understanding of the 
lectures and readings covering all learning objectives. Attendance is mandatory. Absences 
due to illness or accident must be verified by a doctor’s note or certificate.  
 
 
Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I am happy 
to arrange to meet with students at other times. You are also welcome to send e-mails. 
Questions will be responded to promptly, either with an answer or a time when I will be 
able to answer. If you have not heard back within 48 hours, please re-send or contact me 
by other means, in case the message has gone astray.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or presents the 
work of another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting the same work in 
different courses) and cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually in tests or examinations) are 
not acceptable. For details, see the university calendar section on plagiarism: 
http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-University-
regulations.pdf 
 
Supporting your Success 
Your academic performance is closely tied to your personal well-being and mental health. 
It is understood that university students encounter setbacks from time to time that can 
impact their academics. If you encounter difficulties and need assistance, it is important to 
reach out and take advantage of the resources available to you. For help and information 
addressing mental or physical health concerns, including meeting with a Bishop’s 
counsellor or nurse, visit: www.ubishops.ca/student-services/ 
 

http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-University-regulations.pdf
http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-University-regulations.pdf
https://webmail.ubishops.ca/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=fJjvxlFfHmrQQSgvOY9fPhON__fPS44it3yczgi4OSBMI9BIjaLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgB1AGIAaQBzAGgAbwBwAHMALgBjAGEALwBzAHQAdQBkAGUAbgB0AC0AcwBlAHIAdgBpAGMAZQBzAC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ubishops.ca%2fstudent-services%2f


If you are experiencing any personal difficulties that make it hard for you to meet your 
course requirements, please talk with your professor(s) or academic Dean. You should also 
connect with our professionals in student support services for your specific physical or 
mental health needs.  
 
Submission of written work 
All essays should be submitted electronically using moodle. Deadlines are firm and, out of 
fairness to other students, will not normally be extended. Late work will be penalized at 
5% off per weekday. In other words, an essay worth 76% will be marked down to 71% if 
one day late, 66% if two days late, and so on.  
 
 
Class schedule and readings 
 
Week 1  
Wed., Jan. 9 Introduction to the course 
Fri., Jan. 11 What is “Southeast Asia”? Constructing a region  
 
Section 1: Pre-colonial background (up to 19th C) 
 
Week 2 
Reading: SEAPP chapters 1, 6 and Part 1 review  
 
Mon., Jan. 14 Pre-colonial and modern states; Peoples and religions 
Wed., Jan. 16 Upland, lowland, island  
Fri., Jan. 18 No class    
 
Section 2: The 19th century rise of colonial rule 
 
Week 3 
Reading: SEAPP chapters 9, 10, 11 
 
Mon., Jan. 21 British Burma 
Wed., Jan. 23 French Indochina 
Fri., Jan. 25 Siam uncolonized?  
 
Week 4 
Reading: SEAPP chapters 7, 8 and Part 2 review 
 
Mon., Jan. 28 The Netherlands East Indies 
Wed., Jan. 30 Environment and environmentalism in the Indies 
Fri., Feb. 1 Map quiz; Conversation: colonial patterns 
 



Section 3: Economic/social change and the rise of nationalism: the early 20th 
century 
 
Week 5 
Reading: SEAPP chapters 12, 15, 16, 17 
 
Mon., Feb. 4 Change in British Burma; Burmese and other nationalisms 
Wed., Feb. 6 Change in French Indochina; Vietnamese or Indochinese nationalism? 
Fri., Feb. 8 Consolidating the Siamese state 
 
Week 6 
Reading: SEAPP chapters 13, 14, 18 and Part 3 review  
 
Mon., Feb. 11 Reform in the Netherlands East Indies; Javanese, Malay, Indonesian and 
other nationalisms 
Wed., Feb. 13 The American Philippines and Filipino nationalism 
Fri., Feb. 15 Compare-and contrast essay #1 due; Conversation: states, nations & 
nationalism 
 
Week 7 
Reading: none  
Mon., Feb. 18 Flex class  
Wed., Feb. 20 Midterm 
Fri., Feb. 22 Colonialism shattered? Japan in Southeast Asia, 1941-45 
 
Section 4: Decolonization 
 
Week 8 
Reading: SEAPP chapters 20, 21, 22 
 
Mon., Feb. 25 Burma’s march to independence; environment and development in Burma 
Wed., Feb. 27 Independence, environment and development in Indonesia 
Fri., Mar. 1 Conversation: Nations, development, environment 
 
--- March 4-8: Reading week ---  
 
Week 9 
Reading: SEAPP chapters 19, 25, 26 
 
Mon., Mar. 11 War in Indochina I 
Wed., Mar. 13 War in Indochina II 
Fri., Mar. 15 Compare-and contrast essay #2 due; Conversation: nationalism & 
conflict 
 



Section 5 After independence 
 
Week 10 
Bandung+60 web site at www.bandung60.wordpress.com  
 
Mon., Mar. 18 Pan-Asianism, the Bandung conference, and the idea of a “Third World” 
Wed., Mar. 20 Literature, music and social change in Southeast Asia  
Fri., Mar. 22 Crossing Borders research conference event (details TBA) 
 
Week 11 
Reading: SEAPP chapters 23, 24 
 
Mon., Mar. 25 Late decolonization: Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei 
Wed., Mar. 27 Decolonization denied: West Papua  
Fri., Mar. 29 Miracles? Little tigers and big hyenas: Labour movements in Southeast Asia   
 
Week 12 
Reading: none; work on environmental change game 
 
Mon., Apr. 1 Regional cooperation: the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Wed., Apr. 3 Environmental and Indigenous movements in Southeast Asia; review class 
Fri., Apr. 5 Environmental change game  
 
Week 13 
Reading: none; work on environmental change game 
 
Mon., Apr. 8 (Re)constructing a region; in-class final plenary for environmental 
change game. 

http://www.bandung60.wordpress.com/

