
History & Global Studies 238  
The Cold War in Global Perspective 
Winter 2019 
 
Wednesday & Friday, 10:00 AM-11:29 AM, Library Learning Commons 106 
Instructor: Dr. David Webster 
Office: Morris House 9 
Hours: Wednesdays & Fridays 1:30-2:30, or by appointment 
E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 
Office Telephone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 
 
Course Description  
This course will analyze the origins, course and consequences of the Cold War from the 
end of World War II to the collapse of the Berlin Wall. Among the topics to be studied are 
the ideological and geopolitical foundations of Soviet-American antagonism, the 
assumptions and objectives of each bloc, the emergence of the Third World and the impact 
of Cold War on its evolution, the building of non-alignment and neutrality as responses to 
a bipolarized world, and political/diplomatic competition and ‘hot wars’, in particular in 
Asia and Africa. 
 
Learning Objectives 
After completing the course, students should be able to: 

• Analyze the factors leading to the Cold War’s beginning and end 
• Explain the Cold War’s effects in different countries and regions 
• Compare and contrast superpower motivations in different Cold War episodes 
• Understand and explain the reasons for policy decisions during the Cold War 
• Assess the relative importance of different causative factors 
• Interpret documents relating to late 20th century international history 
• Use primary and secondary sources to construct an argument  
• Present findings using written, oral and visual methods 

 
Required Readings 
Robert McMahon, The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction 
Supplemental readings to be distributed  
 
Course Requirements and Evaluation  
This course meets in the Library Learning Commons “sandbox” (LLC 106) and aims to 
take advantage of the innovative space and technology. Therefore, it is not based on 
traditional lectures and summative assessment (eg a final exam testing your knowledge 
and retention of course material). Instead it includes a range of formative assessment 



(assessment during the course on work in progress and multiple opportunities to do the 
same type of work and improve your performance). Apart from the final research essay, it 
stresses shorter written, spoken or visual assignments and emphasizes group work. 
(Group marks are not identical but are influenced by instructor observation and group 
members’ peer assessment of each other’s work).  
 
Reading responses: 25% (5 x 5%) 
Yalta game: 15% 
Bandung game: 15% 
Micro-games: 10% 
Research project: 35% (poster 10%, essay 25%) 
 
Grading expectations: If you complete all work to a high standard, you should expect to 
receive a mark on the course in the A range (80% plus). If you complete all work to a 
satisfactory or good standard, you should expect to receive a B (70-79%). If you complete 
almost all of the work at a satisfactory level, you should expect to receive a C (60-69%). If 
you complete the majority of the work at a satisfactory level or submit work showing 
partial understanding, you should expect to receive a D (50-59%). If you do not submit the 
majority of the work, or if your work shows poor understanding in the majority of cases, 
you should expect to receive a failing mark (F, under 50%).  
 
If you are concerned about your performance or about expectations, I encourage you to 
speak with me. You are strongly encouraged to meet or speak with me in person before the 
reading week to ensure we have similar expectations and compatible assessments of your 
work to date. Although my office hours are limited, I am in the office frequently and I am 
more than happy to make appointments or to speak immediately after class.  
 
Reading responses ask you to respond to a series of questions about the week’s assigned 
readings. There are six assigned during the course, and the five highest marks will be 
counted, at 5% each. If you miss one, there is no penalty, but all five of your remaining 
responses will count. You will be assigned to discussion groups of approximately five 
students. Time will be allotted in class for discussion of the reading response questions, 
with the resulting group response sheets also considered in assessing marks.  
 
The Yalta and Bandung games assign you a historical character at the Yalta conference 
of 1945 (involving policy makers from the United States, Soviet Union and Great Britain) 
and the Bandung conference of 1955 (involving 29 non-aligned countries from Asia and 
Africa). You will be asked to research your country’s policy and your character’s 
motivations, then present your views at a simulation of the conference in order to try to 
meet a specific policy goal. Marks are based on your individual presentation of views, your 
group’s work, and group member assessments of each other.  
 



Two micro-games (5% each) simulate the 1963 Cuban missile crisis and the 1989 policy 
dilemma in Germany following the fall of the Berlin Wall. Again you will be assigned a 
country and make policy recommendations. These micro-games last one class session each.  
 
Your research project is an essay and visual method (research poster) of presenting your 
findings. You will be assigned to groups of approximately three students. Each group 
given a research question relating to the Cold War. Each student in the group will choose 
a case study relating to the broad research question. You should plan to meet periodically 
during the term to compare notes and collaborate. Each group is asked to produce a 
research poster for display during Research Week in March that address their broad 
research question. Each student will write up the findings for their own case study in the 
form of a final essay that includes a clear thesis responding to the research question, 
backed up by evidence from the case study. You may, if you wish, revise and re-submit 
your essay after it is marked, and it will be re-marked. This essay constitutes your final 
summative work for this course. Therefore, there is no final exam in this course.  
 
Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I am happy 
to arrange to meet with students at other times. You are also welcome to send e-mails. 
Questions will be responded to promptly, either with an answer or a time when I will be 
able to answer. If you have not heard back within 48 hours, please re-send or contact me 
by other means, in case the message has gone astray.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or presents the 
work of another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting the same work in 
different courses) and cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually in tests or examinations) are 
not acceptable. For details, see the university calendar section on plagiarism: 
http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-University-
regulations.pdf 
 
Supporting your Success 
Your academic performance is closely tied to your personal well-being and mental health. 
It is understood that university students encounter setbacks from time to time that can 
impact their academics. If you encounter difficulties and need assistance, it is important to 
reach out and take advantage of the resources available to you. For help and information 
addressing mental or physical health concerns, including meeting with a Bishop’s 
counsellor or nurse, visit: www.ubishops.ca/student-services/ 
 
If you are experiencing any personal difficulties that make it hard for you to meet your 
course requirements, please talk with your professor(s) or academic Dean. You should also 
connect with our professionals in student support services for your specific physical or 
mental health needs.  
 

http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-University-regulations.pdf
http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-University-regulations.pdf
https://webmail.ubishops.ca/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=fJjvxlFfHmrQQSgvOY9fPhON__fPS44it3yczgi4OSBMI9BIjaLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgB1AGIAaQBzAGgAbwBwAHMALgBjAGEALwBzAHQAdQBkAGUAbgB0AC0AcwBlAHIAdgBpAGMAZQBzAC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ubishops.ca%2fstudent-services%2f


Submission of written work 
All essays should be submitted electronically using moodle. Deadlines are firm and, out of 
fairness to other students, will not normally be extended. Late work will be penalized at 
5% off per weekday. In other words, an essay worth 76% will be marked down to 71% if 
one day late, 66% if two days late, and so on.  
 
Class schedule and readings 
 
Week 1  
 
Wed., Jan. 9 Introduction to the course: Atomic Café, part 1 
Fri., Jan. 11 Cold War perceptions: US and USSR; Atomic Café, part 2 & Soviet imagery  
 
Week 2 
Reading: The Cold War, chapter 1 
 
Wed., Jan. 16 Planning a new world: Yalta, 1945. Reading response 1.  
Fri., Jan. 18 No class (meet in groups for Yalta game) 
 
Week 3 
Reading: Yalta game manual 
 
Wed., Jan. 23 Yalta game I 
Fri., Jan. 25 Yalta game II  
 
Week 4 
Reading: Yalta game manual 
 
Wed., Jan. 30 Yalta game III 
Fri., Feb. 1 Yalta game IV 
 
Week 5 
Reading: The Cold War, chapters 2 & 3 
 
Wed., Feb. 6 The Cold War begins: European clashes; Berlin Airlift. Reading response 2. 
Fri., Feb. 8 The Cold War reaches Asia 
 
Week 6 
Reading: Steven Hugh Lee, The Korean War 
 
Wed., Feb. 13 The Korean War I 
Fri., Feb. 15 The Korean War II 
 
Week 7 



Reading: The Cold War, chapter 4; Bandung game manual 
 
Wed., Feb. 20 The Global Fifties; non-alignment; introducing Bandung. Reading 
response 3. 
Fri., Feb. 22 Bandung game I 
 
Week 8 
Reading: Bandung game manual 
 
Wed., Feb. 27 Bandung game II 
Fri., Mar. 1 Bandung game III 
 
--- March 4-8: Reading week ---  
 
Week 9 
Reading: none 
 
Wed., Mar. 13 Confrontation in the Caribbean. Research poster (electronic file) due. 
Fri., Mar. 15 Cuban missile crisis micro-game 
 
Week 10 
Reading: The Cold War, chapter 5 
 
Wed., Mar. 20 The Global Sixties; Berlin Wall goes up. Reading response 4. 
Fri., Mar. 22 Crossing Borders research conference event (details TBA) 
 
Week 11 
Reading: The Cold War, chapter 7 
 
Wed., Mar. 27 Research poster display 
Fri., Mar. 29 The Global Seventies; Third World Wars. Reading response 5.   
 
Week 12 
Reading: The Cold War, chapter 8 
 
Wed., Apr. 3 The Global Eighties. Reading response 6. 
Fri., Apr. 5 Berlin Wall comes down: micro-game 
 
Week 13 
Reading: none 
 
Mon., Apr. 8 The World the Cold War made. Final research essay due. 


