
HIS 105 – The Twentieth Century World 

Winter 2013 

 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11:30-13:00, Bishop Williams Hall 

 

Instructor:  Dr. David Webster 

Office: Morris 11 

Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10-11 or by appointment 

E-mail: dwebster@ubishops.ca 

skype: dabidw  

Office Telephone: 819.842.9600 x 2384 

 

Course Description and Objectives 

The 20th century has been an age of extremes. It has witnessed the rise of human rights, 

great economic and social transformations, and wars of unprecedented severity. This 

course is centred on three simulations of three key international conferences: the Paris 

peace conference of 1919 that sought a peace settlement after the First World War; the 

Bandung African-Asian conference of 1955 where the idea of a “Third World” took 

shape; and the World Conference on Human Rights held in Geneva in 1993, soon after 

the end of the Cold War. It is not driven by lectures, but rather examines selected global 

issues through a problem-based learning approach. It aims to provide an understanding of 

international affairs in the 20th century.  

 

Required Readings 

Reading kit, available from bookstore 

Online reading through moodle 

 

Course Requirements and Evaluation 

Simulation 1: 20% 

Reflection paper: 5% 

Simulation 2: 25% 

Simulation 3: 25% 

Final exam: 25% 

 

Simulations of international conferences form the heart of this course. Students will 

“learn by doing” – working in teams to simulate global conferences on selected 

transnational issues. If you do not take an active part in some way in the simulations, you 

will not have successfully completed the course. The three simulations are exercises in 

participatory problem-based learning. Therefore, you are expected to be proactive in 

researching problems and potential solutions, writing about the issues, and working 

towards solutions along with other countries, while also advocating the interests of your 

country. Students will be divided into groups for each simulation. You will have a chance 

to meet in your group, then to develop proposals. Written work will be individual, 

meaning there is both individual and team-based work in this course. You may be 

expected to put together a group position paper in written form or for presentation to the 

entire plenary. Individual writing assignments may include an opinion article by your 



character for an international newspaper; a letter to your government at home; the text for 

a speech to the conference or an unofficial speech outside it; etc. More detailed 

information will be distributed in advance of each simulation. 

 

After the first simulation, all students should write a short reflection paper on the 

experience. What did you learn from simulating a figure in international politics? What 

lessons are there from this exercise? What could have been done better? The reflection 

paper is due by class on Feb. 12. Length: about 2-3 pages, double-spaced. 

 

The exam will require you to identify key events, terms and concepts in 20th century 

history, along with essay questions that will assess your understanding of the themes 

covered. Attendance is mandatory. Absences due to illness or accident must be verified 

by a doctor’s note or certificate.  

 

Instructor communications 
Questions are welcome before, after and during class. Apart from office hours, I am 

happy to arrange to meet with students at other times. You are also welcome to send e-

mails. Questions will be responded to promptly, either with an answer or a time when I 

will be able to answer. If you have not heard back within 48 hours, please re-send or 

contact me by other means, in case the message has gone astray.  

 

Academic integrity 

Plagiarism (a form of academic dishonesty in which one person submits or presents the 

work of another person as their own), self-plagiarism (submitting the same work in 

different courses) and cheating (dishonest behaviour, usually in tests or examinations) are 

not acceptable. For details, see the university calendar section on plagiarism (available 

online at http://www.ubishops.ca/fileadmin/bishops_documents/academic_calendar/04-

University-regulations.pdf). In group work, all members of the group are expected to take 

an active part and collaborate on the work, not pass off another group member’s work as 

their own.  

 

Submission of written work 

Reflection papers should be handed in in printed form and also e-mailed to me at 

dwebster@ubishops.ca. Essays are due in class. If for any reason you are not able to 

attend class, the essay can be handed in to the Faculty Secretary’s office in Morris House 

by 4 pm, and date-stamped to show when it was handed in. All other written work can be 

submitted to the moodle course web site directly.  

 

Deadlines are firm and, out of fairness to other students, will not normally be extended. 

This is an accurate reflection of the pressures of international politics. After all, the most 

brilliant possible solution to the question of post-World War I German reparations does 

no good if a treaty has already been signed. Late work will therefore be penalized at 5% 

off per weekday. In other words, a piece of written work normally worth 76% will be 

marked down to 71% if one day late, 66% if two days late, and so on. Late essays should 

also be submitted by e-mail and in printed form to me or the Faculty Secretary’s office. 

 



Class schedule and readings 

It is important that the readings should be completed prior to class, to permit a full 

understanding of the key issues. Some will be discussed during class time and the 

expectation is that all students will have read them. Class topics are subject to change.  

 

Simulation 1: Paris 1919 

This simulation addresses the challenge of building a global peace settlement after the 

end of World War I, “the war to end all wars.” In addition to the three articles in the 

reading kit, you should do some research of your own on your group/character’s 

perspective to prepare for the assignments in this simulation. Some can be done online. It 

is also recommended that you look at the relevant sections in Margaret Macmillan, Paris 

1919 (on reserve in the library). This book is an award-winning account of the peace 

negotiations after the First World War, but too long to read in full. You should identify 

the chapters relevant to your delegation – for instance, the Yugoslavia and Romania 

chapters for those two delegations – and read those. You may wish to divide up some of 

this research among group members, or you may prefer to read all relevant chapters 

yourself. 

 

Week one 

Reading: Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes: the Short Twentieth Century, pp. 1-17 (kit) 

Jan. 8 Introduction to course 

Jan. 10 A European world order  

 

Week two 

Reading: Michael Adas et al, Turbulent Passage: A Global History of the Twentieth 

Century, pp. 108-135 (kit) 

Jan. 15 The 20th century: key themes 

Jan. 17 The colonial world; simulation ground rules; meet in simulation groups 

 

Week three 

Reading: Margaret Macmillan, Paris 1919, pp. xxv-xxxi; 53-62; 83-97 (kit) 

Jan. 22 War, peace and peacemaking; simulation groups  

Jan. 24 Russia and revolutions; America’s rise to globalism; simulation  

 

Week 4 

Reading: your own research on your country or character’s perspective.  

Jan. 29 Simulation  

Jan. 31 Simulation  

 

Week 5 

Reading: none this week 

Feb. 5 Simulation  

Feb. 7 Between two wars; reflecting on Paris 1919 

 



Simulation 2: Bandung 1955 

This simulation examines the Asian-African conference held in 1955 in Bandung, 

Indonesia. The conference is generally considered to be the birthplace of the idea of a 

“Third World” that resisted alignment with either side in the Cold War. A focus on 

Bandung allows the impact of the Cold War to be seen while decentring the industrialized 

North and placing the majority of the world, the global South, at the centre. In addition to 

the assigned readings, you should do your own research online and in relevant sections of 

the books on reserve about Bandung. These include The Color Curtain, an African-

American journalist’s personal account of what happened in Bandung and the issues 

around the emergence of the “Third World,” and The Asian-African Conference, a sober 

academic account. Each is useful but the emphasis, interpretations and styles are 

different. 

 

Week 6  

Reading: R. Strayer, Ways of the World: A Brief Global History, pp. 691-720 (kit) 

Feb. 12 Making the UN and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; the Cold War 

begins. Reflection paper due. 

Feb. 14 Decolonization 

 

Week 7 

Reading:  Richard Wright, The Color Curtain, pp. 127-154 (kit) 

Feb. 19 Development; simulation ground rules and groups 

Feb. 21 Independence models in India, Indonesia, Vietnam; simulation  

 

Week 8 

Reading: George Kahin, The Asian-African Conference, pp. 1-38 (kit) 

Feb. 26 Simulation  

Feb. 28 Simulation  

 

READING WEEK 

 

Simulation 3: Vienna 1993 

The end of the Cold War brought hopes for a “new world order” with a stronger 

commitment to collective goals such as human rights and economic development, funded 

by a “peace dividend” of funds saved from the Cold War arms race. In this context, high 

hopes were placed in the World Conference on Human Rights held in Vienna in 1993. 

The main challenge here came from cultural relativist schools which argued rights were 

not universal, but varied by culture. The conference also saw the arrival as a major force 

in world conferences of non-governmental organizations, capping trend of rising NGO 

influence that had been going on for some time as a major 20th century theme. In addition 

to the assigned readings, you should do your own research. This might include looking at 

some actual conference documents, available at 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ABOUTUS/Pages/ViennaWC.aspx  

 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ABOUTUS/Pages/ViennaWC.aspx


Week 9 

Reading: Roland Burke, “’The Compelling Dialogue of Freedom’: Human Rights at the 

Bandung Conference,” Human Rights Quarterly 28.4 (2006), available through moodle. 

March 12 Reflecting on Bandung and human rights 

March 14 Human rights, decolonization and Cold War 

 

Week 10  

Reading: W. Duiker, The Twentieth Century World, pp. 332-350 (kit) 

March 19 Anti-apartheid and pan-Africanism; Asian values; simulation ground rules  

March 21 The end of the Cold War; simulation  

 

Week 11 

Reading: Jack Donnelly, International Human Rights (third edition), pp. 3-27 (kit) 

March 26 Amnesty International and the rise of NGOs; simulation  

March 28 Simulation  

 

Week 12 

Reading:  

April 2 Simulation  

April 4 Reflecting on Vienna and the century 

 

Exam date TBA 


